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Note on Usage

0RGHUQ7XUNLVKXVHVWKH/DWLQDOSKDEHWPRGL¿HGWRHQVXUHWKDW
there is a separate letter for each main sound. The spelling thus
aims at phonetic consistency. For Turkish artists, place names,
publications and special terms this book employ modern Turkish
spelling. Proper names have been kept in modern Turkish with one
H[FHSWLRQ±øVWDQEXOKDVEHHQUHQGHUHGZLWKQRUPDO(QJOLVKVSHOOLQJ
XVLQJ,UDWKHUWKDQøXQOHVVLWLVSDUWRIDWLWOH&RQVRQDQWVKDYH
PRUHRUOHVVWKHVDPHVRXQGDVLQ(QJOLVKH[FHSWIRU
F OLNHMLQ(QJOLVK
o OLNHFKLQ(QJOLVK
÷ WKH³VRIWJ´'HSHQGLQJRQWKHDGMRLQLQJOHWWHUVWKLVLVGURSSHG
SURQRXQFHGOLNH\LQ(QJOLVKRUWUHDWHGDOHQJWKHQLQJWKHSUHFHGLQJ
vowel.
Õ LVDEDFNFORVHXQURXQGHGYRZHOZKLFKGRHVQRWH[LVWLQ
(QJOLVKWKHQHDUHVWHTXLYDOHQWEHLQJWKHSKDQWRPYRZHOLQWKH
second syllable of rhythm.
ö

like ö in German or eu in French peur.

ú

OLNHVKLQ(QJOLVK

ü

like ü in German or u in French.
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INTRODUCTION
(DFK KLVWRULF FLW\ LV LPSRUWDQW DQG DWWUDFWLYH LQ LWV RZQ ZD\  7KH
beauty and aura of a historic town envelopes the visitor and takes him
back into history, making it possible to feel the presence of the past at a
very close distance. The works of old masters transcend time and reach
our day, arousing interest and feelings of admiration.
With their natural, archaeological, urban environments and assets, the
SRSXODUDQGIUHTXHQWO\YLVLWHGSODFHVRIWKHZRUOG$WKHQV&DLUR5RPH
-HUXVDOHP6HPHUNDQG.\RWRDUHDOOUHJDUGHGDVYHU\LPSRUWDQWWKHLU
treasured monuments and artistic, archaeological assets are sources of
inspiration for the young and the old.
With its history going back to prehistoric times, Istanbul has an
important place among the ancient cities of the world. Its position
RQ WKH VWUDLW EHWZHHQ $VLD DQG (XURSH DIIRUGV GHHS YLVWDV LQWR WKH
Marmara Sea and the Bosphorus. Its unmatched location and silhouette
PDNHVLWXQLTXH%HLQJORFDWHGDWWKHMXQFWLRQRIURDGVIURP5XVVLDWR
WKH0HGLWHUUDQHDQDQGIURP)DU(DVWWR(XURSHLWKDVDWWUDFWHGPDQ\
people from different countries; their presence has made Istanbul a
melting pot of cultures.
Being the capital of empires ruling around the Mediterranean has
given Istanbul the chance to foster science and arts, along with vigor
LQEXLOGLQJDFWLYLW\7KHVWULIHIRUH[FHOOHQFHLQWKH¿HOGRIDUFKLWHFWXUH
was not reserved to limited periods of time; with the support of political
DQG ¿QDQFLDO PHDQV ,VWDQEXO KDV EHHQ D SODFH ZKHUH WRS TXDOLW\
designs were produced without interruption over a period of more than
thousand years. As a result, the city became an open air museum where
monuments like the Hagia Sophia which is a landmark in architectural
history of the world and impressive Ottoman complexes from the
¿IWHHQWKWRWKHQLQHWHQWKFHQWXU\GRPLQDWHWKHVN\OLQH
Myths, songs and poems written about its beauty, the elegance of
Istanbuliots, rich literary collections about the life in the city, the
VKDGRZ WKHDWHU ¿JXUHV V\PEROL]LQJ WKH FRPLF HOHPHQW LQ WKH KLVWRU\
of the city, the gourmet kitchen with hot and cold dishes and sweets
VWHPPLQJIURPWKHUHFLSHVRIWKH7RSNDSÕ3DODFHDQGKDQGHGRYHUWR
the life of the commons, make up the intangible heritage of Istanbul
Zeynep AHUNBAY
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ISTANBUL: QUEEN OF CITIES
Moved by the destruction of important natural and cultural sites
through neglect, urban sprawl, big engineering projects, UNESCO
decided to take action to protect the outstanding cultural and
natural heritage of the world. An international convention which
ZRXOGVXSSRUWDVFLHQWL¿FDQGVXVWDLQDEOHV\VWHPRIPRQLWRULQJ
and protection was established. The World Heritage Convention
ZDVUDWL¿HGE\WKH81(6&2*HQHUDO&RQIHUHQFHLQ3DULVRQ
1RYHPEHU
7KH ¿UVW VWHS ZDV WR DVN VWDWHV WR EHFRPH PHPEHUV7KHQ WKH\
would make a study of their natural and cultural treasures and select
sites which could be listed as World Heritage. The Convention
underlined the collaboration of nations for the protection of the
cultural and natural heritage with universal value. The inscribed
places would be treasured by all nations and their protection
ZRXOGKDYHSULRULW\IRUWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPPXQLW\  
7KH&RQYHQWLRQFODUL¿HGWKHUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVRIWKHVWDWHSDUWLHV
7KH¿UVWWZRDUWLFOHVRIWKH&RQYHQWLRQOLVWHGWKHSURSHUWLHVZKLFK
FRXOGEHFODVVL¿HGDVFXOWXUDODQGQDWXUDOKHULWDJH7REHLQFOXGHG
on the World Heritage List, sites or monuments needed to have
“outstanding universal value”, a concept which underlines the
quality of being above national importance.
A committee was created within UNESCO to evaluate the
nominations to the World Heritage List and to monitor the
OLVWHG VLWHV7KH QRPLQDWLRQ ¿OHV DUH ¿UVW UHYLHZHG E\ DQ H[SHUW
team from ICOMOS International and/or IUCN, depending on
WKHLU FKDUDFWHULVWLFV EHLQJ FXOWXUDO QDWXUDO RU PL[HG VLWHV 7KH
Committee reviews the applications according to a total of ten
FULWHULDVL[IRUFXOWXUDODQGIRXUIRUQDWXUDOVLWHV,QRUGHUWREH
included in the List, cultural sites should satisfy at least one criteria.
Outstanding universal value is tested by integrity and authenticity.
Furthermore, it is necessary to guarantee a legal and administrative
EDFNXSIRUWKHFRQWLQXRXVSUHVHUYDWLRQRIWKHVLWH  
7
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2UWDN|\RQWKH%RVSKRUXV

$IWHU UDWLI\LQJ WKH:RUOG +HULWDJH &RQYHQWLRQ LQ 7XUNH\
started to proceed with nominations to the World Heritage List.
6WDUWLQJZLWK¿OHVZHUHSUHSDUHGE\WKH0LQLVWU\RI&XOWXUH
DQG VXEPLWWHG WR 81(6&2 7KH ¿UVW WZR VLWHV QRPLQDWHG IRU
LQFOXVLRQWRWKH:RUOG+HULWDJH/LVWZHUH,VWDQEXODQG*|UHPH
Historic Areas of Istanbul was inscribed in the List of World
+HULWDJHLQ
2OG,VWDQEXOLVORFDWHGRQDSHQLQVXODVXUURXQGHGE\WKH*ROGHQ
Horn, the Bosphorus and the Marmara Sea. The major part of its
population lived within the area surrounded by the land and sea
walls until the end of the nineteenth century. Other historic parts
RI WKH FLW\ DUH *DODWD WKH PHGLHYDO VHWWOHPHQW RQ WKH QRUWKHUQ
SDUWRIWKH*ROGHQ+RUQ(\SGLVWULFWZKLFKGHYHORSHGDIWHUWKH
¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\RXWVLGHRIWKHZDOOVWRWKHZHVWRIWKH+LVWRULF
3HQLQVXOD6FXWDULWKH2WWRPDQVHWWOHPHQWRQWKH$VLDQVLGHDQG
the villages along the Bosphorus.
The urban history of the area within the walls goes back to
prehistoric times. The walled city has great archaeological
9
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6LOKRXHWWHRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD

potential but there is a living city on its top and chances
IRU H[FDYDWLRQ DUH TXLWH OLPLWHG $FFRUGLQJ WR 7XUNLVK ODZ
archaeological remains discovered during new constructions are
respected and are put under legal protection if they are regarded
as worthy of protection in-situ. There are also occasions when
DUFKHRORJLFDO¿QGVUHYHDOHGGXULQJWKHGLJIRUWKHIRXQGDWLRQRID
new house are removed after documentation, in order to allow for
modern development.
During the Ottoman period, the city developed over ancient
UHPDLQVRUQH[WWRH[LVWLQJVWUXFWXUHVVRPHWLPHVPDNLQJXVHRI
the still standing walls and substructures. The top layer of the city
has buildings from Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman periods and the
PRGHUQHUDPDNLQJDYHU\FRPSOH[EXWLQWHUHVWLQJXUEDQWH[WXUH
During the nineteenth century, most of the civil architecture was
10
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LQZRRG'XHWRWKHGHVWUXFWLRQRIHQWLUHGLVWULFWVE\¿UHVWKHUH
were decrees to build houses in masonry. Thus the houses in the
Fener and Balat districts were built in brick and stone, after a
PDMRU¿UHLQWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\
$WWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\JUHDW¿UHVGHYDVWDWHGD
large proportion of the timber districts of Istanbul. These areas had
to be rebuilt on a grid-iron plan with brick or concrete. With the
new planning approach, the scale of the neighborhoods changed
IURP WZR RU WKUHH ÀRRU KRXVHV WR IRXU RU ¿YH VWRUH\ DSDUWPHQW
KRXVHV DQG RI¿FHV7KLV FKDQJH LQ VFDOH KDG D JUHDW LPSDFW RQ
the urban scape of the city. Architects were concerned about the
GUDVWLFFKDQJHDQGWULHGWR¿QGWKHPHDQVWRSURWHFWWKHUHPDLQLQJ
traditional architecture in timber.
11
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Aqueduct of Valens spanning the valley betweeen the fourth and
¿IWKKLOOVRI&RQVWDQWLQRSOH

The efforts to protect the urban fabric of the old city gained
momentum in the second half of the twentieth century. Until
 WKH ODZ IRU SURWHFWLRQ RI FXOWXUDO KHULWDJH SHUPLWWHG RQO\
the designation of individual houses. Ordinary historic houses in a
row were not regarded as worthy of being preserved. They had to
have some special features to be designated, a monumental façade
or a richly decorated interior. It was not possible to designate
groups of buildings, or streetscapes.
,Q7XUNH\KDGDQHZODZRQFXOWXUDOSURSHUW\ZKLFKHQDEOHG
WKHGHVLJQDWLRQRIXUEDQDUFKDHRORJLFDOQDWXUDODQGPL[HGVLWHV
7KXVWKH3URWHFWLRQ%RDUGLQ,VWDQEXOFRXOGGHVLJQDWHDUHDVZLWK
timber architecture.
'XULQJ WKH SUHSDUDWLRQ RI WKH QRPLQDWLRQ ¿OH IRU ,VWDQEXO RQO\
WKHVLWHVXQGHUOHJDOSURWHFWLRQWKH$UFKHRORJLFDO3DUNWKH/DQG
:DOOV 6OH\PDQL\H DQG =H\UHN GLVWULFWV ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH
GRVVLHU2WKHUDUHDVOLNHWKHFRPPHUFLDOFHQWHURIWRZQWKH*UDQG
Bazaar, Fener-Balat districts were not included.
,&2026 H[SHUWV LQVSHFWHG WKH VLWHV DQG SUHVHQWHG D SRVLWLYH
report for designation. The selected areas were regarded as the
12
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most prestigious of the historic city and representative of its past.
The report summarized the risks Istanbul was facing at the time. In
WKHSRSXODWLRQRI,VWDQEXOZDVRQO\WZRDQGDKDOIPLOOLRQ
LQFRPSDULVRQWRWKHPLOOLRQVRIWRGD\7KHUHSRUWSRLQWHG
out at the risks of urban growth and pressures emanating from
WUDI¿F 7KH IRXU VHSDUDWHO\ SURWHFWHG VLWHV WKH $UFKDHRORJLFDO
3DUN WKH /DQG :DOOV 6OH\PDQL\H DQG =H\UHN GLVWULFWV ZHUH
combined under the title “Historic Areas of Istanbul”. World
+HULWDJH&RPPLWWWHDGRSWHGWKHSURSRVDOLQ'HFHPEHUDQG
the Historic Areas of Istanbul entered the World Heritage List as
QXPEHUZLWKFULWHULDLLLLLLDQGLY
Istanbul has been a part of the Mediterranean World since ancient
times with its commercial, cultural, administrative relations. The
site of old Istanbul, the area contained within the city walls is
called the Historic Peninsula. The topography of the peninsula has
made it possible to develop a spectacular city, using the accents
of hilltops and the advantages of the shores. The interesting
WRSRJUDSK\ RI WKH +LVWRULF 3HQLQVXOD RIIHUV SOHDVDQW VXUSULVHV
WR WKH VSHFWDWRUV7KH LPSRUWDQW FRPSOH[HV OLYLQJ TXDUWHUV WKH
commercial center of town and green areas were arranged with
subtlety on the hills of the peninsula, creating a picture which is
very interesting to look at.
The valuable vestiges of Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman periods;
WKH+LSSRGURPHWKH&ROXPQRI&RQVWDQWLQHUXLQVRIWKH*UHDW
3DODFH 7KHRGRVLDQ :DOOV XQGHUJURXQG FLVWHUQV LPSHULDO
churches and mosques, palaces, madrasas, caravansarays present
a wide variety of archaeological and architectural repertoire. The
JUDQGHXU RI %\]DQWLQH (PSLUH LV EHVW H[SUHVVHG ZLWK LWV PRVW
impressive monuments being located in the capital. Several
important monuments of the Ottoman period, dating from the last
¿YHKXQGUHG\HDUVDOVRHQULFKWKHFLW\VRPHFRQWLQXHWROLYHZLWK
their original functions, some are adapted to serve as museums or
other cultural institutions.
13
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3DQRUDPLFYLHZIURP*DODWDZLWK6OH\PDQL\HDQG
ùHK]DGH0RVTXHVLQWKHEDFNJURXQG

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY
The foundation of many cities are connected with some
P\WKRORJLFDO¿JXUHV,VWDQEXODOVRKDVDPW\KRORJLFDOEHJLQQLQJ
$FFRUGLQJWR*UHHNPW\WKRORJ\=HXVZDVLQORYHZLWKEHDXWLIXO
,R7RSURWHFWKHUIURPWKHZUDWKRIKLVFRQVRUW+HUD=HXVSXW,R
in disguise, transforming her into a white cow. Nevertheless, Hera
OHDUQHGDERXWWKHDIIDLUDQGVHQWJDGÀLHVWRDQQR\,R+RUUL¿HG,R
UDQDZD\ZLWKH[FLWHPHQWWRDQGIURWKHWUDMHFWRU\RIKHUHVFDSH
GH¿QHG WKH %RVSKRUXV   ,R ZDV SUHJUDQW DQG VKH JDYH ELUWK
WRDJLUOQDPHG.HURHVVDDIWHUSDVVLQJWKH*ROGHQ+RUQ/DWHU
.HURHVVD PDUULHG 3RVHLGRQ WKH JRG RI WKH VHD DQG WKH\ KDG D
VRQ %\]DV ZKR JUHZ XS DQG OLYHG LQ 0HJDUD *UHHFH 'XULQJ
14
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his visit to the oracle in Delphi, Byzas was told to go and found
a city across Chalcedon, “the country of the blind”. He sailed out
and travelled north from Megara, passing through the Dardanelles
and reaching the entrance of the Bosphorus. As he approached
WKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODKHVDZWKHVHWWOHPHQWRQWKH$VLDQVLGHRI
WKHVWUDLWSUHVHQWO\.DGÕN|\DQGGHFLGHGWKDWSHRSOHZKRVHWWOHG
on the Asian side, while there was a much superior place on the
European side, must be considered “blind”. So he settled at the tip
of the promontory across Chalcedon; the colony he established
was named Byzantion, after him.
The foundation of Byzantion is dated to the seventh century
B.C. The HellHQLVWLF FRORQ\ GHYHORSHG RYHU WKH ¿UVW KLOO RI WKH
15
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Hagia Sophia

+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODDQGDORQJWKH*ROGHQ+RUQVKRUH,WVHFRQRP\
GHSHQGHG RQ ¿VKLQJ DJULFXOWXUH DQG WD[HV LPSRVHG RQ VKLSV
WUDYHOOLQJ WKURXJK WKH %RVSKRUXV   1R SK\VLFDO UHPDLQV RI
Byzantion are visible above ground today; some coins, steles are
WKH ¿QGV REWDLQHG IURP H[FDYDWLRQV %XLOGLQJV DQG PRQXPHQWV
were covered by the constructions of the later cultural strata.
Byzantion was pressed by Roman power at the end of the second
century A.D. Septimius Severus sieged the city but the city
16
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would not surrender at once. The resistance against the Roman
army angered Septimius Severus. After the takeover, he set the
FLW\ RQ ¿UH DQG GHVWUR\HG LWV ZDOOV /DWHU KH WULHG WR PDNH XS
IRU WKH GHVWUXFWLRQ 8QGHU 5RPDQ UXOH %\]DQWLRQ ÀRXULVKHG
PRQXPHQWDOEXLOGLQJV¿WWLQJWKHJUDQGHXURIWKH(PSLUHHQWHUHG
the urban scene.
7KH GHFLVLRQ RI &RQVWDQWLQH WKH *UHDW WR PDNH %\]DQWLRQ WKH
capital of the Roman Empire was a great decision and a turning
17
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point in the in the history of the city. The capital city was enlarged,
HQFORVLQJDQDGGLWLRQDONPVTXDUHDUHDIRUQHZVHWWOHPHQWDQG
public buildings. New walls were built and the city was called
Nea Roma/New Rome or Constantinopolis, Constantine’s city
 7RGUDZSDUDOOHOVZLWKDQFLHQW5RPHZKLFKKDGVHYHQKLOOV
Constantinopolis was also organized in a way to have seven hills.
Families from Rome were invited to settle at the new capital.
To embellish the city in accordance with its stature, interesting
objects were brought from different parts of the Empire. The
LQDXJXUDWLRQFHUHPRQ\RIWKHWRZQWRRNSODFHRQ0D\  
The Hippodrome with its surviving monuments, the Aqueduct of
Valens, the colossal capitals standing in the second courtyard of
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHWKHJLJDQWLF0HGXVDKHDGVUHXVHGLQWKH%DVLOLFD
Cistern give an idea about the monumentality of the Roman
architecture in the city.
Since the city was founded on a peninsula with the mainland in
the west, its growth had to be in the westward direction. With
each enlargement of the city, new defense lines were needed.
7KH H[SDQVLRQ RI WKH VHWWOHG DUHD LQ WKH IRXUWK FHQWXU\ XQGHU
&RQVWDQWLQHWKH*UHDWZDVLQVXFKDZD\DVWRLQFOXGHWKH¿YH

+LSSRGURPHWRZDUGVWKHHQGRIWKH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\E\23DQYLQLR
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hills of the peninsula. Since there are no visible remains of the
&RQVWDQWLQLDQ ZDOO LWV H[DFW OLQH DQG IHDWXUHV DUH GLI¿FXOW WR
VXUPLVH*HQHUDOO\WKHUHLVDQRSLQLRQWKDWWKHZDOOVWDUWHGQHDU
WKH 0DUPDUD VKRUH RI 3VDPPDWLD DGYDQFHG WRZDUGV WKH QRUWK
XSKLOOSDVVLQJWKURXJK(VH.DSÕDW&HUUDKSDúDWKHQGHVFHQGHG
down to Lycus valley, went up the hill to Fatih and reached
8QNDSDQÕRQWKH*ROGHQ+RUQ
Information about the layout of the city during the Roman period is
rather schematic. Before becoming Constantinopolis, the western
ERXQGDU\ RI WKH FLW\ ZDV DSSUR[LPDWHO\ DW D SODFH ZKHUH WKH
Constantine’s Column stands today. Outside the walls, there was
the necropolis of the ancient city. Constantine enlarged the city and
EXLOWLPSRUWDQWPRQXPHQWV+HHVWDEOLVKHGWKH¿UVW+DJLD6RSKLD
at the same place where
the

present

Hagia

Sophia stands. To the
south of the major
church, there was the
forum of Augusteion.
A colonnaded street,
called Mese ran from
the Augusteion to the
west,

reaching

the

Forum of Constantine.
Although

the

form

of the Constantinian
forum is no longer
discernible, there are
descriptions about its
original design. The
forum was circular in
plan, to look like the
ocean.

Marble base of the Obelisk of
Theodosius on the Hippodrome
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Mosaic decoration over the apse of Hagia Sophia
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,W ZDV SDYHG ZLWK PDUEOH VODEV   LQ WKH PLGGOH URVH WKH 
m high porphyry column, topped with the bronze statue of the
Emperor. The statue originally belonged to god Helios; only
his head was changed to look like the Emperor. During its long
KLVWRU\WKHSRUSK\U\FROXPQVXIIHUHGIURP¿UHVDQGZDVEUDFHG
E\LURQULQJVWKHUHE\DFTXLULQJWKHQDPHdHPEHUOLWDúLQ7XUNLVK
WKHFROXPQZLWKULQJV 
The eastern and western
gates of the forum were
adorned with statues. The
level of the ground rose
considerably in time and
the

surrounding

urban

WH[WXUH ZDV FRPSOHWHO\
changed. But the basic
road

structure

of

the

ancient city has survived
through the centuries. The
VLJQL¿FDQFH RI WKH 0HVH
as the main thoroughfare of
the city continued during
the Ottoman period. The
name became Divanyolu
during

the

Ottoman

period. It was used by the
sultan for processions, as
he and his retinue moved
RXW IURP WKH 7RSNDSÕ
3DODFH

DQG

DGYDQFHG

towards the main gate
RI WKH FLW\ DW (GLUQHNDSÕ
to start campaigns in the
western direction.
&ROXPQRI&RQVWDQWLQHdHPEHUOLWDú

22
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Remains of the Theodosian Arch
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7KH&ROXPQRI0DUFLDQ.Õ]WDúÕ
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From the Forum of Constantine, the colonnaded street was
H[WHQGHG WRZDUGV WKH ZHVW UHDFKLQJ WKH &RQVWDQWLQLDQ ZDOO
6HYHUDORWKHUIRUXPVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHGRQWKHPDLQD[LVRIWKHWRZQ
7KH)RUXPRI7KHRGRVLXVZDVORFDWHGDERXWZKHUHWKH%D\H]ÕW
Square is located today. The remains of the monumental arch of
7KHRGRVLXV ZHUH GLVFRYHUHG LQ  GXULQJ WKH H[FDYDWLRQV
IRUWKHURDGFRQVWUXFWLRQEHWZHHQ%D\H]ÕWDQG$NVDUD\  
A reconstitution drawing of the Theodosian Arch was made by
3URI 5 1DXPDQQ IURP WKH *HUPDQ $UFKDHRORJLFDO ,QVWLWXWH
using the information from the architectural evidence discovered
in-situ and the marble blocks scattered around the foundations.
7KHIRUPDQGGHVLJQRIWKHPWDOOJLJDQWLFFROXPQVDUHYHU\
special. The shafts had reliefs carved on their shaft, making these
structural elements look like tree trunks. The central part of the
PRQXPHQWZDVDERXWPHWUHVKLJKFUHDWLQJDYHU\LPSUHVVLYH
LPDJHLQWKHFHQWHURIWKHFLW\)RUXP%RYLVZDVWKHQH[WSXEOLF
space on the main road. The forum of Arcadius was located to the
southwest of the city, close to the Constantinian wall.
The shape of the ancient forums were changed in later times,
some of the monuments standing in their middle were disturbed
E\ HDUWKTXDNHV RU VXIIHUHG IURP ¿UHV 7KH XUEDQ IDEULF ZDV
changed in the Ottoman period; some of the columns lost their
public appearance, becoming enclosed in the garden of private
houses. One of them is the Column of Arcadius which originally
stood in the middle of the Arcadius Forum. The monument has
EHHQ VHULRXVO\ GDPDJHG E\ HDUWKTXDNHV DQG ¿UHV$FFRUGLQJ WR
VRPH GUDZLQJV IURP WKH 2WWRPDQ SHULRG WKH FROXPQ KDG ¿QH
carvings over its shaft, arranged in a band surrounding it in the
IRUPRIDVSLUDO,QVLGHWKHFROXPQDVWDLUZD\OHDGWRWKHWRS  
Today only the lower part of the monument is preserved; it stands
in the garden of a private house and not visible from the street.
During the eighteenth century, the column of Marcian was also
VWDQGLQJLQWKHJDUGHQRIDKRXVH  $IWHUWKH¿UHZKLFK
devastated a large portion of the Fatih district, a new street plan
25
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3DQRUDPLFYLHZRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODZLWK<HQLDQG
Nuruosmaniye mosques
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7KHRGRVLDQ:DOOZLWKWRZHUVEHWZHHQ<HGLNXOHDQG%HOJUDGH*DWH

was adopted. The planner for the region appreciated the value of
this ancient monument and used it as the centerpiece of a new
circus. Today the column stands at a crossing, with several streets
directed towards it.
,Q WKH ¿IWK FHQWXU\ D QHZ IRUWL¿FDWLRQ ZDV EXLOW E\ SUHIHFW
Anthemious to protect the city from the assaults of the approaching
+XQV  7KLV GHIHQVH OLQH LV FDOOHG WKH7KHRGRVLDQ:DOO DQG
LV FRPELQHG ZLWK VHD ZDOOV RQ WKH 0DUPDUD VKRUH DQG *ROGHQ
+RUQZDOOVRQWKHQRUWK  :LWKWKHGHDWKRI$WWLOD+XQVGLG
QRWVWDUWWKHH[SHFWHGFDPSDLJQWRZDUGV&RQVWDQWLQRSOHEXWWKH
Theodosian Wall with its triple defence system consisting of
the ditch, front wall and the main wall, has been very helpful in
defending the city against other armies.
The city was embellished with civil and religious buildings during
WKH ¿IWK DQG VL[WK FHQWXULHV :LWK WKH VSUHDG RI &KULVWLDQLW\
UHOLJLRXVDUFKLWHFWXUHÀRXULVKHGPDQ\FKXUFKHVDQGPRQDVWHULHV
were erected. Early Christian churches were basilical in plan
and had timber roofs. The oldest surviving church in Istanbul is
the Basilica of St John, located within the Studious Monastery.
,W LV ORFDWHG LQ WKH VRXWKZHVW SDUW RI WRZQ DW 3VDPPDWLD QHDU
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Remains of the second Hagia Sophia in the atrium of the present one

<HGLNXOH :LWK LWV EHDXWLIXO VHUSHQWLQH FROXPQV ULFKO\ FDUYHG
PDUEOH DUFKLWUDYHV DQG RSXV VHFWLOH ÀRRU WKH FKXUFK LV D ¿QH
H[DPSOHRIHDUO\&KULVWLDQ DUW DQG DUFKLWHFWXUH7KH %DVLOLFDRI
Studious was converted into a mosque during the Ottoman period.
$V ,PUDKRU &DPLL LW ZDV ZHOO PDLQWDLQHG XQWLO D ¿UH LQ ODWH
nineteenth century destroyed its timber roof, also causing damage
to the marble columns and entablature. Today, the monument has
QRURRIDQGLWVRSXVVHFWLOHÀRRULVH[SRVHGWRWKHHOHPHQWV
,VWDQEXO KDV VXIIHUHG IURP ¿UHV WKURXJKRXW LWV ORQJ KLVWRU\ 7KH
second Hagia Sophia founded by Theodosius II was devastated by
D¿UHZKLFKVWDUWHGGXULQJWKH1LNHUHYROWLQ7KHUHPDLQVIURP
WKLVEDVLOLFDOVWUXFWXUHZHUHUHFRYHUHGGXULQJWKHH[FDYDWLRQVLQWKH
DWULXPRI+DJLD6RSKLDLQ¶V7KHÀRRURIWKHVHFRQG+DJLD
6RSKLDZDVIRXQGWREHDERXWPHWUHVEHORZWKHDWULXPOHYHORI
the present Hagia Sophia. The surviving column bases of the second
Hagia Sophia are preserved in situ . Huge architraves built of marble
IURPWKH3URFRQQHVVLDQLVODQGGHFRUDWHGZLWKDIULH]HRIODPEVDQG
a pediment block from the western gable give an idea about the
EHDXW\DQGWKH¿QHTXDOLW\RIWKHPDUEOHFDUYLQJRIWKHPRQXPHQW
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Church of the Chora Monastery, parekklesion dome
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Church of the Chora Monastery, Kariye Museum

7KH WKUHH PDMRU PRQXPHQWV IURP WKH -XVWLQLDQLF SHULRG 
  +DJLD 6RSKLD +DJLD (LUHQH DQG 6HUJLRV DQG %DFFKRV
ZHUH H[WUDRUGLQDU\ SURMHFWV RI D UHPDUNDEOH DJH 7KH GHVLJQ
of medieval churches was quite different from these earlier
structures. Most of them were smaller in scale, due to the limited
sources available for building programs. They usually had crossLQVTXDUH SODQV 7KH /LSV 0RQDVWHU\ &KXUFKHV )HQDUL ,VD 
3DQWRFUDWRU =H\UHN &DPLL  &KXUFKHV RI WKH &KRUD 0RQDVWHU\
.DUL\H &DPLL  0\UDOHLRQ %RGUXP &DPLL  3DQWHSRSWHV (VNL
,PDUHW &DPLL  3DPPDNDULVWRV )HWKL\H &DPLL  *O &DPLL
Hagios Andreas (Koca MuVWDID3DúD&DPLL 9HID.LOLVH&DPLL
7KHRWRNRV.\ULRWLVVD .DOHQGHUKDQH 
:LWK LWV ZHOO SUHVHUYHG ¿JXUDO PRVDLFV DQG IUHVFRV &KRUD
Monastery Church highlights the level of the decorative arts
during the Medieval period. Though the largest of the medieval
FKXUFKHV WKH 6RXWK &KXUFK RI WKH 3DQWRFUDWRU 0RQDVWHU\
SUHVHQWO\=H\UHN&DPLLKDVRQO\DQRSXVVHFWLOHÀRRUDQGVRPH
of its original marble revetment preserved in the interior. Not
much survived from of its mosaic and other decoration due to
severe earthquake damages and the Latin occupation of the city.
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Vefa Kilise Camii

'XULQJ WKH /DWLQ RFFXSDWLRQ RI &RQVWDQWLQRSOH IURP  XQWLO
 PDQ\ RI WKH YDOXDEOH PDWHULDOV LFRQV VWDWXHV FDSLWDOV
marble revetments were removed from churches and the other
monuments and taken to Europe, especially to Venice. With the
UHFRYHU\ RI WKH 3DOHRORJDQ G\QDVW\ WKH GDPDJHG PRQXPHQWV
were restored and the churches which had been converted to Latin
ULWXDOZHUHUHWXUQHGWR2UWKRGR[ULWH
After the conquest of Constantinople by Mehmet II, most of the
old churches were converted into mosques; minbars and mihrabs
ZHUH DGGHG WR WKHLU LQWHULRUV DQG PLQDUHWV WR WKHLU H[WHULRUV
Mosques connected to Mehmet II foundation like the Hagia
6RSKLDDQGWKHVRXWKFKXUFKRIWKH3DQWRFUDWRUDOVRKDGLPSHULDO
loggias reserved for the sultan.
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&KXUFKRIWKH&KRUD0RQDVWHU\WKHVRXWKGRPHRIWKHLQQHUQDUWKH[

35

A World Heritage Site

36

ISTANBUL

The Monastery Church of the Chora Monastery;
detail from the apse of the parekklesion
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*O&DPLL

5HPDLQVRIDZKDUIDW<HQLNDSÕH[FDYDWLRQVLWH

38

ISTANBUL

Cleaning of a shipwreck discovered in the
7KHRGRVLDQ+DUERXUDW<HQLNDSÕ

The ancient city had several harbours on its southern and northern
FRDVWV1HRULRQKDUERXU QHDU6LUNHFLRIWRGD\ KDGEHHQLQXVHVLQFH
the Hellenistic period. The Theodosian and Sophianae harbours on
the south coast were silted in time. Some old engravings from the
0LGGOH$JHVDQG+6FKHGHO¶VGUDZLQJIURPWKHHQGRIWKH¿IWHHQWK
FHQWXU\   LQGLFDWH WZR KDUERXUV RQ WKH 0DUPDUD FRDVW WKH
Julian/Sophianae/Kontoskalion and the Eleutherios/Theodosius
I harbours. The harbours are depicted as protected by sea walls;
they have arched openings to let in the ships . Both of the harbours
were silted and out of use during the 2WWRPDQSHULRG3*\OOLXV
ZKRYLVLWHG,VWDQEXOGXULQJWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\QRWHGWKDWWKHROG
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Kontoskalion harbour which
was called .DGÕUJD /LPDQÕ
by the Turkish people, was
DOUHDG\VLOWHG  
Instead of the ancient harbours
on the southern coast of the
city;

Ottomans

preferred

WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ ZKLFK LV
protected from the strong
south wind that affects the sea
considerably. Very little was
known about the harbours
until

the

recent

rescue

H[FDYDWLRQV IRU WKH VXEZD\
provided the opportunity to
carry out research into the
silted Theodosian harbour.
([FDYDWLRQV FRQGXFWHG DW

([FDYDWLRQVLQWKHDUHDRIWKH
*UHDW3DODFH

<HQLNDSÕ

UHYHDOHG

YHU\

LQWHUHVWLQJDQGVLJQL¿FDQWGHWDLOVDERXWWKHKLVWRU\RIWKHFLW\,QWKH
western part of the harbour, ruins of the harbour walls and timber
posts to which the ships were tied were brought to light. More
than twenty ship wrecks with loads of amphorae and other goods
provided information about the nature of the Medieval seafaring
of the city.
Very little has survived from the early palaces of Constantinople.
'XULQJWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH-XVWLFH3DODFHLQ¶VUHPDLQV
RIWKH/DXVRVDQG$QWLRFKRV3DODFHVZHUHGLVFRYHUHG7KHGHVLJQ
of the palaces in the Constantinian capital was closely related
to the architectural tradition in Rome. These two palaces can be
considered as representative of the many which have been lost.
7KHLUSUR[LPLW\WRWKH0HVHFDQEHLQWHUSUHWHGDVDQLQGLFDWLRQ
of their importance.
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7KH UHPDLQV RI WKH *UHDW 3DODFH RI WKH %\]DQWLQH (PSHURUV
covers a wide area from the Hagia Sophia to the Marmara coast.
7KH¿UHLQUHPRYHGWKHKRXVHVDERYHWKHUXLQVDQGWKH¿UVW
UHVHDUFKHV ZHUH PDGH SRVVLEOH ([FDYDWLRQV FRQGXFWHG GXULQJ
¶VDWWKH$UDVWDRIWKH6XOWDQ$KPHW&RPSOH[EURXJKWWROLJKW
DÀRRUPRVDLFZLWKP\WKRORJLFDO¿JXUHVKXQWLQJDQGGDLO\OLIH
VFHQHV7KHORFDWLRQZDVLGHQWL¿HGDVRQHRIWKHFRXUW\DUGVRIWKH
3DODFH 7KH PRVDLF ZDV GDWHG WR WKH VL[WK FHQWXU\ 5HVWRUDWLRQ
RI WKH PRVDLFV ZDV XQGHUWDNHQ EHWZHHQ  DV D MRLQW
YHQWXUHEHWZHHQWKH$XVWULDQ6FLHQWL¿F$FDGHP\DQGWKH7XUNLVK
Ministry of Culture. The deformed sections were removed from
the ground, cleaned, stabilized and replaced in their original
positions. A new roof was built over the site, to protect it from the
climatic conditions. The site has become the Mosaic Museum and
is open to visitors.
During the restoration of the Tevkifhane, the old detention and
later prison building dating from early twentieth century, some
H[FDYDWLRQVZHUHFRQGXFWHGLQWKHFRXUW\DUGDQGWKHVXUURXQGLQJ
DUHD7KHLQWHUHVWLQJ¿QGVIURPWKHUXLQVORFDWHGWRWKHQRUWKDQG
west of the old prison provided new insight into the organization
RI WKH *UHDW 3DODFH7KH ¿QGV IURP WKH GLJV DUH QRZ H[KLELWHG
within the Archaeological Museum of Istanbul. The in-situ
remains, walls, decorated vaults, gates and the other remains of
WKH*UHDW3DODFHDZDLWSURWHFWLRQDQGSUHVHQWDWLRQ
Romans supplied fresh water to the city from sources in the
west and the northern part of the town. Aqueducts and cisterns
were constructed to bring water to the city and store it for times
of war and siege. Aqueduct of Valens, also called Hadrianus
$TXHGXFWZLWKUHIHUHQFHWR(PSHURU+DGULDQ  LVWKHHDUOLHVW
surviving water conveyance system in the town. It spanned the
YDOOH\EHWZHHQWZRKLOOVVWDUWLQJIURPWKH¿IWKKLOODQGUHDFKLQJ
the fourth hill near the Theodosian Forum. Some claim that the
stones from the walls of Chalcedon were used for its construction.
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,QWHULRURI%DVLOLFD&LVWHUQIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\
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A Medusa head, reused in the Basilica Cistern

The two storey structure has come through the centuries with
VHYHUDOUHSDLUV  ,WFRQWLQXHGWREHXVHGGXULQJWKH2WWRPDQ
SHULRG WR WUDQVIHU ZDWHU IURP QHZ VRXUFHV 3LSHV EHORQJLQJ WR
new conveyance systems, established by individuals were placed
above it. The eastern part of the aqueduct collapsed during the
HDUWKTXDNH RI  7RGD\ WKH 0HWURSROLWDQ 0XQLFLSDOLW\ RI
Istanbul is responsible for the maintenance of the monument. A
PDMRUUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKHVWUXFWXUHZDVWDNHQXSLQWKH¶V7KH
monument suffers from the vibrations and the pollution generated
E\WKHKHDY\WUDI¿FUXQQLQJXQGHULW
There are quite a number of cisterns in the historic city. Some are
called the open cisterns; they have large basins without a roof.
7KH$VSDU6XOWDQ 6HOLP$HWLRXV(GLUQHNDSÕ DQG ([L 0DUPDUD
6H\LW|PHUFLVWHUQVDUHRIWKLVNLQGWKH\FRXOGKROGODUJHTXDQWLWLHV
of water. Their thick and high walls have withstood time, but the
conduits and the mechanical systems have disappeared. The open
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cisterns were abandoned during the Ottoman period. Some people
used them for agricultural activity or built houses inside them. A
small quarter with a masjid developed inside the Aspar cistern after
WKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\,QODWHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\WKH0XQLFLSDOLW\RI
Istanbul cleaned the accretions inside the cisterns. Today, the open
cisterns are surrounded by densely built neighborhoods. Some
are used as parks and playgrounds. Some temporary buildings,
used for educational purposes are built within them, to make the
most out of these vast structures. Considering their archaeological
VLJQL¿FDQFH WKHVH DQFLHQW PRQXPHQWV GHVHUYH WR EH FRQVHUYHG
and presented in a better way.
With their closely spaced columns and brick vaults, the underground
cisterns are fascinating spaces to visit. Among them, the Basilica
and Binbirdirek cisterns are the more impressive. Basilica Cistern
ZKLFKPHDVXUHV[PHWHUVLQSODQZDVFRQVWUXFWHGLQWKH
VL[WKFHQWXU\,WLVORFDWHGYHU\FORVHWRWKH+DJLD6RSKLDDQGZDV
in use throughout the Byzantine period. Ottomans preferred to use
fresh water running directly from the natural sources; so many of
the Byzantine cisterns were not used and totally forgotten.
The Basilica cistern was rediscovered in the nineteenth century
and became a tourist attraction. There was still some water at its
bottom and visitors used a boat to reach the far ends of its mystical
interior. With the establishment of the Turkish Republic, the care
of aqueducts and cisterns was handed over to the Metropolitan
0XQLFLSDOLW\RI,VWDQEXO'XULQJ¶VDFRPSUHKHQVLYHSURMHFW
ZDV XQGHUWDNHQ WR FOHDQ WKH FLVWHUQ DQG UHVWRUH WKLV H[TXLVLWH
monument. During the implementation of the project, interesting
details were brought to light. One of the discoveries was the
frieze blocks with gigantic Medusa heads; these had been used
as bases for some columns. Reuse of columns and capitals from
ancient monuments was common practice for the Byzantines.
7KHGLVFRYHU\ZDVH[FLWLQJEHFDXVHRIWKHH[FHSWLRQDOTXDOLW\RI
the reused material. The restoration project included the addition
of a new lighting system and walking platforms for the visitors.
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%H\D]ÕW6TXDUHDQGWKH*UDQG%D]DDU
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Interior of Binbirdirek Cistern

The cistern is now open to the public; occasionally artistic
performances and cultural events are organized taking advantage
RILWVH[WUDRUGLQDU\DWPRVSKHUH
7KRXJK DWWULEXWHG WR 3KLOR[HQHV IURP WKH WLPH RI &RQVWDQWLQH
the brick stamps date the construction of Binbirdirek cistern to
WKHVL[WKFHQWXU\7KHFLVWHUQLVXQLTXHZLWKLWVH[FHSWLRQDOO\WDOO
columns composed of two shafts placed on top of each other. Its
dark interior was used as a silk workshop during the nineteenth
FHQWXU\ 7RGD\ WKH SURSHUW\ EHORQJV WR WKH *HQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH
RI 3LRXV )RXQGDWLRQV $IWHU \HDUV RI QHJOHFW WKH LQWHULRU ZDV
cleaned and restored. It is now open to the public; the interior is
XVHGIRUVSHFLDOPHHWLQJVDQGDUWH[KLELWV
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*DODWD7RZHU

6HYHUDORWKHUFLVWHUQVKDYHEHHQGLVFRYHUHGGXULQJH[FDYDWLRQVIRU
new buildings. It is important to clean them and make accessible
to the public, as part of the cultural heritage of the city. The cistern
RQ6R÷XNoHúPH6WUHHWQHDU+DJLD6RSKLDZDVRQHRIWKH¿UVWWREH
restored and reused. The Touring and Automobile Club converted
WKLV VPDOO FLVWHUQ FORVH WR WKH 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH LQWR D UHVWDXUDQW
5HFHQWO\1DNLOEHQW6XOWDQ6HOLPDQG=H\UHNFLVWHUQVKDYHEHHQ
UHVWRUHGWREHXVHGIRUH[KLELWVDQGRWKHUDFWLYLWLHV
'XULQJWKH%\]DQWLQHUXOH*HQRHVHSHRSOHZHUHJLYHQWKHSHUPLW
WRVHWWOHWRWKHQRUWKRIWKH*ROGHQ+RUQLQWKHDUHDFDOOHG*DODWD
*DODWD GHYHORSHG DQG EHFDPH D ZDOOHG FLW\ DQ LQGHSHQGHQW
settlement with its own administration. After the establishment
RI2WWRPDQUXOHLQ&RQVWDQWLQRSOH*HQRHVHSHRSOHFRQWLQXHGWR
live there but there were several changes. The commercial center
near the coast was remodelled. A bedesten was built in the center
by Sultan Mehmet II. The great tower above the settlement was
WXUQHG LQWR D ZDWFKWRZHU IRU ¿UH DQG VHFXULW\ 7KH VHWWOHPHQW
started to grow outside the walls. The embassies of European
FRXQWULHVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHGRXWVLGHWKHZDOOVRI*DODWDLQWKHDUHD
FDOOHG%H\R÷OX
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$QDGROX+LVDUÕFDVWOHEXLOWE\<ÕOGÕUÕP%D\H]ÕWRQWKH$VLDQVLGH
of the Bosphorus

OTTOMAN PERIOD (1453-1922)
The transformation of Constantinople into the Ottoman capital
took a long time to realize. Sultan Mehmet II, “the Conqueror”,
initiated projects to restore the city and improve the living
FRQGLWLRQV +H VWDUWHG WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH
<HGLNXOH&DVWOH)DWLKDQG(\SFRPSOH[HVVHYHUDOFRPPHUFLDO
buildings, including three bedestens and a cannon foundry outside
RI WKH ZDOOV RI *DODWD 7KHVH EXLOGLQJV VHUYHG DV VRPH RI WKH
basic institutions for state administration, religious, educational,
commercial and the defense functions.
To revive the city, an appeal was made to the inhabitants who
had left the city during the siege, to come back. New settlers
were brought from the Balkans and Anatolia. The newly formed
quarters took their names from the places the settlers originated
from. Thus the name of Aksaray comes from Aksaray in central
$QDWROLD IURP ZKLFK SHRSOH FDPH DQG VHWWOHG LQ WKH ¿IWHHQWK
century.
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Tophane-i Amire, The Imperial Cannon Foundry

&RPSOH[HV ZKLFK XVXDOO\ LQFOXGHG D PRVTXH D PDGUDVD D
primary school and a bath were founded in different parts of
WKH WRZQ E\ YL]LHUV DQG KLJK UDQNLQJ RI¿FHUV 7KHVH SURMHFWV
VDWLV¿HG WKH UHOLJLRXV VRFLDO DQG HGXFDWLRQDO GHPDQGV RI WKH
QHLJKERUKRRGV IRUPHG DURXQG WKHP 0DKPXW 3DúD ,VKDN 3DúD
.RFD0XVWDID3DúD0XUDW3DúDDUHVRPHRIWKHYL]LHUVZKRKDYH
been active in reviving the city. New settlements also developed
RXWVLGHRIWKHFLW\ZDOOV(\SWRWKHZHVWRIWKHKLVWRULFWRZQ
7RSKDQH WR WKH QRUWK RI *DODWD hVNGDU DQG .DGÕN|\ RQ WKH
Asian side started to develop.
)DWLK &RPSOH[ WKH UHOLJLRXV DQG HGXFDWLRQDO FRPSRXQG RI
0HKPHW ,, ZDV EXLOW RQ WKH ¿IWK KLOO ZKHUH WKH +RO\$SRVWOHV
&KXUFK DQG WKH WRPE RI &RQVWDQWLQH WKH *UHDW VWRRG EHIRUH
7KHROGFKXUFKDQGWKHWRPEKDGEHHQQHJOHFWHGWKH2UWKRGR[
patriarch declined to stay there. So the site was chosen to build the
FRPSOH[RIWKHQHZUXOHU7KHSURMHFWLQFOXGHGDJUDQGPRVTXH
eight madrasas, eight prep schools, a caravansaray, a guest house,
a primary school, a hospital, a double bath and the tombs of the
IRXQGHU DQG KLV ZLIH 7KH FRPSOH[ ZDV RUJDQL]HG OLNH D JUHDW
campus, with the mosque in the center and madrasas arranged
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)DWLK&RPSOH[

symmetrically on the north and the south. The mosque which is
considered as a step in the development of Ottoman mosques; it
had a big dome and a semi dome in the qibla direction.
7KH FRPSOH[ KDV FRPH WR RXU GD\ ZLWK VHYHUDO FKDQJHV 7KH
HDUWKTXDNHRIFDXVHGJUHDWGDPDJHWRWKHPRVTXHDQGWKH
madrasas. The central dome collapsed. The scale of the structural
damage necessitated the reconstruction of the mosque. The
FRXUW\DUGIURPWKH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\ZDVSUHVHUYHGEXWWKHPRVTXH
was rebuilt using a new plan and structural scheme, composed
of a central dome surrounded by four semidomes. The tombs of
)DWLKDQGKLVZLIH*OEDKDU+DWXQZHUHDOVRUHFRQVWUXFWHGDIWHU
WKHHDUWKTXDNHRI
6HYHUDOORVVHVDQGPRGL¿FDWLRQVKDYHWDNHQSODFHLQWKH&RPSOH[
over the centuries. The primary school, hospital, the double
bath, the caravansaray and kitchen have been lost in time. The
UHFHQWHDUWKTXDNHRIFDXVHGVRPHFUDFNVLQWKHPRVTXHWKH
guesthouse and the madrasas. A project for the reinforcement of
the endangered structures is going on.
'XULQJ WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\ WKH FLW\ ZDV HPEHOOLVKHG ZLWK
VHYHUDOFRPSOH[HVIRXQGHGE\VXOWDQVDQGWKHLUIDPLO\PHPEHUV
DV ZHOO DV E\ KLJK RI¿FHUV RI VWDWH 7KH LPSHULDO FRPSOH[HV
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offered several social, religious and educational services to
their neighborhoods and also to the city. The model of the Fatih
&RPSOH[ ZDV WDNHQ IRU WKH LPSHULDO IRXQGDWLRQV EXLOW LQ WKH
VL[WHHQWK DQG VHYHQWHHQWK FHQWXULHV 7KHLU SURJUDPV LQFOXGHG D
hospital, a guesthouse, a bath and tombs in addition to an imperial
mosque and educational buildings.
&RPSOH[HVRI%D\H]ÕW,,6XOWDQ6HOLPùHK]DGHDQG6OH\PDQL\H
ZHUHWKHPDMRUSURMHFWVRIWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\7KHFDUHWDNHQWR
GHVLJQDQGH[HFXWHWKHPWKHLUORFDWLRQVLQWKHFLW\DUHLQGLFDWRUV
of the mastery in dealing with urban topography. With their
PRQXPHQWDO FRPSRVLWLRQV WKH FRPSOH[HV DLPHG WR H[DOW DQG
eternalize the memory of their founders.
%D\H]ÕW ,, &RPSOH[ ZDV UDLVHG LQ WKH FHQWHU RI WKH +LVWRULF
3HQLQVXOD FORVH WR WKH DQFLHQW 7KHRGRVLDQ )RUXP ,W LV WKH
VHFRQG LPSHULDO FRPSOH[ IRXQGHG E\ WKH 2WWRPDQV LQ WKH QHZ
capital. This part of the town acquired the name %D\H]ÕW, after the
HVWDEOLVKPHQWRIWKHFRPSOH[7KHFRPSOH[FRYHUVDZLGHDUHDWR
its east there is the grand
Bazaar, on its west there
was the Theodosian Arch.
During the construction of
WKHFRPSOH[VRPHHDUOLHU
buildings must have been
UHPRYHG 3 *\OOLXV ZKR
visited Istanbul in the
PLGGOH RI WKH VL[WHHQWK
century mentions that he
wanted to see the Column
of Theodosius and learned
that it was removed about
 \HDUV DJR GXULQJ
the construction of the
%D\H]ÕW%DWK  

,QWHULRURI%D\H]ÕW,,0RVTXH
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$FFRUGLQJ WR LWV$UDELF LQVFULSWLRQ WKH PRVTXH RI WKH %D\H]ÕW
&RPSOH[ ZDV EXLOW EHWZHHQ WKH \HDUV    6WDUWLQJ
DERXWPLG¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\LWEHFDPHWKHWUDGLWLRQIRU2WWRPDQ
imperial mosques to have spacious courtyards surrounded with
GRPHGDUFDGHV7KHPRVTXHRI%D\H]ÕWKDVDEHDXWLIXOFRXUW\DUG
with three monumental gates and arcades decorated with coloured
PDUEOHV7KHVWUXFWXUDOGHVLJQRIWKHPRVTXHZDVLQÀXHQFHGE\
+DJLD6RSKLDLWKDVDFHQWUDOGRPHÀDQNHGE\WZRVHPLGRPHV
but much reduced in scale. The mosque followed the tradition of
early Ottoman period, with guestrooms attached to the mosque.
Two tall minarets attached to the ends of the entrance wall add to
the monumentality of the mosque.
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There is also a caravansaray, a public kitchen, a primary school,
a madrasa, a double bath and the tomb of the sultan. The imaret,
caravansaray and the primary school constitute a group close to
the mosque. The other buildings are detached from the mosque.
7KHJHRPHWULFVLWHSODQQLQJRIWKH)DWLK&RPSOH[FRXOGQRWEH
DFKLHYHGKHUHGXHWRWKHH[LVWLQJEXLOGLQJVLQWKHDUHD
7KH PRVTXH DQG WKH RWKHU PHPEHUV RI WKH FRPSOH[ VXIIHUHG
IURP WKH  HDUWKTXDNH ZKLFK FDXVHG FRQVLGHUDEOH GDPDJH
to Istanbul’s monuments. The main dome of the mosque was
damaged. To stabilize the structure, the supporting arches and
SLHUVZHUHUHLQIRUFHG  7KHHDUWKTXDNHRIFDXVHGIXUWKHU
GDPDJHVWRWKHPRVTXH  

7RSNDSÕ3DODFHDQGWKH*ROGHQ+RUQ
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7KHROG)RUXPRI&RQVWDQWLQHWRGD\¶VdHPEHUOLWDú6TXDUHVXUURXQGHG
E\$WLN$OL3DúDDQG1XUXRVPDQL\HPRVTXHV
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The Serpent Column
from the Hippodrome

,QWHULRURI%D\H]ÕW,,%DWK

,W LV LPSRUWDQW WKDW WKH FRPSOH[ KDV UHWDLQHG LWV LQWHJULW\ ZLWK
most of its members still intact. The caravansaray and the public
NLWFKHQ VHUYH DV SDUW RI WKH %D\H]ÕW 3XEOLF /LEUDU\ 7KH SXEOLF
NLWFKHQ LV LPSRUWDQW DV WKH HDUOLHVW VXUYLYLQJ H[DPSOH RI WKLV
building type in Istanbul. Its functional units, like the kitchen,
the refectory, cellars, bakery are organized around an arcaded
FRXUW\DUG,WVHWVD¿QHH[DPSOHIRUWKH2WWRPDQSXEOLFNLWFKHQ
in fact, it has been taken as a model by architect Sinan for his
design of Haseki and other public kitchens.
The primary school is a small building which lies to the southeast
RIWKHPRVTXH,WFRQVLVWVRIWZRSDUWV7KH¿UVWSDUWRIWKHEXLOGLQJ
is a domed iwan; a roofed space but open to the courtyard. This
part was like a porch to keep the children warm in winter.
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7KHPDGUDVDRIWKHFRPSOH[LVWRWKHZHVWRIWKHPRVTXHGHWDFKHG
from the other buildings. It has a classroom and cells organized
around an arcaded courtyard in the form of a U; a typology which
ZDVYHU\SRSXODULQ2WWRPDQDUFKLWHFWXUH%D\H]ÕW0DGUDVDLVD
¿QH H[DPSOH RI WKLV W\SH ZLWK LWV JRRG SURSRUWLRQV DQG HOHJDQW
details. The madrasa was transformed into a public library in the
twentieth century. Recently, it has been converted into a museum
for the art of calligraphy.
The double bath is a monumental building located to the
southwest of the madrasa, on one of the main streets of the
city. When the level of the street was lowered during the road
ZLGHQLQJRSHUDWLRQVLQ¶VWKHIRXQGDWLRQVRIWKHEDWKZHUH
H[SRVHGUHYHDOLQJVRPHUHXVHGPDUEOHEORFNVIURPWKH$UFKRI
Theodosius. The double bath has monumental dressing halls and
beautifully decorated interior spaces; with almost symmetrically
organized sections for men and women. Recently, it has been
restored by Istanbul University to be used as a planetarium and a
museum of astronomy.

0DGUDVDRI%D\H]ÕW,,
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7KH3DODFHRI&RQVWDQWLQH3RUSK\URJHQLWXV QRZWKH7HNIXU6DUD\
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During the Byzantine period, the buzzing
commercial center of Constantinople was located
RQWKHQRUWKHUQKLOOVLGHRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD
It stretched from the forums of Theodosius and
&RQVWDQWLQHWRWKH*ROGHQ+RUQFRDVW%HLQJLQ
close relation with the harbour, the area continued
its use for the commercial activity through the
Ottoman period. Several shops, bedestens, inns,
mosques, madrasas, schools, baths were built to
serve the needs of the tradesmen and the citizens.
The names of the small ports reveal the type of
activity which took place along the shore; Limon
,VNHOHVL WKH 3RUW IRU /HPRQV  +DWDS ,VNHOHVL
WKH 3RUW IRU 7LPEHU  HWF 7KH ROG FRPPHUFLDO
center is still active and thriving with similar
DFWLYLWLHV 7KH (J\SWLDQ %D]DDU 0ÕVÕU dDUúÕVÕ 
0DKPXWSDúD 7DKWDNDOH GLVWULFWV *UDQG %D]DDU
are the places where daily life continues within
its colourful atmosphere.
Some of the important caravansarays, like
WKH .UNo +DQ IURP WKH ¿IWHHQWK FHQWXU\ RU
WKH %\N 9DOLGH +DQ IURP WKH VHYHQWHHQWK
century, have suffered from earthquakes, neglect,
change of ownership, lack of maintenance and
crouching of unsuitable functions. At present,
the commercial center of the historic city
is on the verge of a serious transformation.
The Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul is
developing projects for the rehabilitation of the
area. There are plans to remove the accretions
and restore the historic fabric carefully; to revive
the commercial part of the town and integrate it
with the other parts.
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Sultan Ahmet Mosque and its environs
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7KH*UDQG%D]DDU

The political and economic support to architectural activity was
DWLWVKLJKHVWGXULQJWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\8QGHUWKHOHDGHUVKLS
RI$UFKLWHFW 6LQDQ   VHYHUDO LPSRUWDQW SURMHFWV ZHUH
ODXQFKHG +DVHNL ùHK]DGH 6OH\PDQL\H .DUD $KPHW 3DúD
0LKULPDK6XOWDQ5VWHP3DúD6RNROOXFRPSOH[HVFDQEHFLWHG
as some of the projects which contributed to the improvement
of the quality of urban life, as well as having an impact on the
JHQHUDORXWORRNRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD7KHSDQRUDPDRIWKH
city became even more attractive and pleasing to the eye with
WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WKH ùHK]DGH DQG 6OH\PDQL\H FRPSOH[HV
Architect Sinan’s contribution to the emergence of Istanbul’s
image as the Ottoman capital was outstanding.
%HVLGHV KLV VHUYLFH DV WKH GHVLJQHU RI PDJQL¿FHQW FRPSOH[HV
Architect Sinan worked like a civil engineer constructing
aqueducts and bridges. He brought drinking water to the city
from the north with a long conveyance system including several
aqueducts. He stabilized Hagia Sophia, designed some pavillions
DQGEDWKVLQWKH+DUHPRIWKH7RSNDSÕ3DODFH
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7KH YL]LHULDO SDODFHV VXUURXQGLQJ 6OH\PDQL\H &RPSOH[ DGGHG
to the attraction of the city. From the impressive vizierial palaces
VFDWWHUHG DURXQG WKH FLW\ RQO\ WKH ,EUDKLP 3DúD 3ODFH RQ WKH
Hippodrome survives, though reduced in size and altered. Due
WR LWV SRVLWLRQ RQ WKH +LSSRGURPH ,EUDKLP 3DúD 3DODFH KDG D
special role. It was used like a tribune from which the Sultan
attended ceremonies taking place on the public square. Especially
the circumcision feasts of the young princes were the occasions
when large crowds gathered on the Hippodrome. The sultan and
the princes watched the games, or processions from the loggia
overlooking the square. The palace was used for other purposes
in late Ottoman period. Today, it is turned into the Museum of
7XUNLVKDQG,VODPLF$UWV  KRXVLQJDULFKFROOHFWLRQRIFDUSHWV
ceramic ware and ethnographic material.
Ottoman power started to decline in the seventeenth century;
the economic situation was not strong enough to support an
HQHUJHWLFEXLOGLQJSURJUDP6XOWDQ$KPHW&RPSOH[LQLWLDWHGDW
the beginning of the seventeenth century, was the leading project
RIWKHSHULRG  7KHFRPSOH[FRYHUHGDYDVWDUHDWRWKHHDVW
and south of the ancient Hippodrome, comprising a monumental
mosque with an imperial pavillion, a madrasa, the tomb of the
founder, a darulkurra, a public kitchen, a hospital, a public bath,
VHYHUDOKRXVHVDQGVKRSVIRUUHQW'XHWRWKHGLI¿FXOW\RI¿QGLQJ
DYDFDQWSODFHLQWKHWRZQFHQWHUWKHODQGIRUWKHFRPSOH[ZDV
DFTXLUHG PDLQO\ E\ H[SURSULDWLRQ VRPH RI WKH SDODFHV QHDU WKH
Hippodrome were pulled down.
The southern end of the Hippodrome, the Sphendone, was
included within the construction grounds. This area was used to
EXLOG WKH KRVSLWDO DQG WKH SXEOLF NLWFKHQ RI WKH FRPSOH[$V D
result, the Hippodrome became a much smaller public square.
Several changes took place in the buildings and the area
VXUURXQGLQJWKH&RPSOH[LQWKHQLQHWHHQWKDQGWZHQWLHWKFHQWXULHV
The hospital was transformed into an arts and crafts school in late
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0LKULPDK6XOWDQ0RVTXHDQG0DGUDVDhVNGDU

nineteenth century. The school is still active and has incorporated
WKHNLWFKHQFHOODUVDQGWKHEDNHU\RIWKHFRPSOH[LQWRLWVSUHPLVHV
Another major change at the end of the nineteenth century was
the construction of two new buildings on northern façade of the
public kitchen. The Ministry for Mining and Forestry and the
Janissary Museum buildings were raised on the southern side of
the Hippodrome. The two buildings were united internally during
the twentieth century to be used as a school of economics and
FRPPHUFH $IWHU D ¿UH LQ  WKH EXLOGLQJV ZHUH UHVWRUHG WR
house the Rectorate of Marmara University and its auditorium.
,Q WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI WKH VHYHQWHHQWK FHQWXU\ WKH XQ¿QLVKHG
PRVTXH RI 6D¿\H 6XOWDQ D VWUXFWXUH ZKLFK ZDV LQLWLDWHG DW WKH
HQGRIWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\QHDUWKHVKRUHDW(PLQ|QZDVWDNHQ
up and completed by queen mother Turhan Valide Sultan. The
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QDPHRIWKHSODFH(PLQ|QFRPHVIURPWKHFXVWRPVRI¿FHIRU
the goods brought to the city by ships. The locality was important
commercially and inhabited by Jews. Turhan Sultan paid for the
H[SURSULDWLRQ RI WKH ODQG ZKLFK EHORQJHG WR -HZLVK SHRSOH WR
continue the construction of the mosque and the dependencies.
The mosque was called <HQL&DPL, meaning the “New Mosque”,
a name which has come to our day. The imperial lodge of Turhan
Valide Sultan, her tomb, a monumental fountain and sabil, a
covered bazaar, called the Egyptian Bazaar due to the spices
coming from Egypt make up the program of the second imperial
building venture of the seventeenth century.
Originally, the outer courtyard of the mosque was surrounded by the
ancient sea walls in the north . During the nineteenth century, the
VHDZDOOVQHDUWKHVKRUHZHUHGHPROLVKHGWREXLOGRI¿FHEXLOGLQJV
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<HQL&DPL

between the coast and the mosque. These were removed in the
PLGGOH RI WKH WZHQWLHWK FHQWXU\ HQDEOLQJ WKH LPSUHVVLYH<HQL
Cami to be visible again. The area surrounding the mosque
is one of the busiest squares of the city, vibrant with life; the
VSLFHFRIIHHDQG¿VKPDUNHWVFRQWLQXHWRDWWUDFWFURZGVWRZDON
through its streets.
The restricted economy of the seventeenth century lead to a
VLJQL¿FDQW UHGXFWLRQ LQ FRQVWUXFWLRQ DFWLYLW\ *UDQG YL]LHUV DQG
QRWDEOHV OLNH .X\XFX 0XUDW 3DúD (NPHNoLR÷OX $KPHW 3DúD
%D\UDP3DúD.|SUO0HKPHW3DúD0HU]LIRQOX.DUD0XVWDID
3DúD HVWDEOLVKHG VPDOO FRPSOH[HV FRPSULVLQJ D PDGUDVD D
primary school, the tomb of the founder and a fountain. Today the
madrasas are used as research institutes attached to universities or
cultural associations.
7KH ¿UVW TXDUWHU RI WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ ZDV FDOOHG WKH7XOLS
(UDDWLPHIDPRXVIRUWKHLQWHUHVWLQÀRZHUVSRHWU\DQGOHLVXUH
LQ,VWDQEXO6XOWDQ$KPHW,,,KDGDSDODFHDW.k÷ÕWKDQHQHDUWKH
river called the “sweet waters of Europe”. The section of the
river passing through the palace grounds was paved with marble;
several cascades, pavillions were built to make the place look like
a heaven on earth.
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)RXQWDLQRI$KPHW,,,QHDU%DEÕ+PD\XQ

During the eighteenth century, rococo and baroque styles were
introduced to Istanbul by way of imported goods and diplomatic
UHODWLRQV6HYHUDONLRVNVDW.k÷ÕWKDQHVRPHSDYLOLORQVDW7RSNDSÕ
3DODFHWKHPRVTXHVRI1XUXRVPDQL\H/DOHOLDQG(\SUHÀHFWWKH
development of the baroque style in architecture.
The sultans and their family members supported the construction
of several fountains in the city. The Ahmet III Fountain in front of
WKHHQWUDQFHWR7RSNDSÕ3DODFHLVWKHPRVWHOHJDQWDQGLPSUHVVLYH
of the sabil-fountain compositions from the period. The streets
and the most frequented open spaces of the town were embellished
with several beautiful fountains. Among the most beautiful, the
ZLGHHDYHGDQGULFKO\GHFRUDWHGIRLXQWDLQVDW7RSKDQH$]DSNDSÕ
hVNGDU.oNVXDQG(PLUJDQFDQEHFLWHG
During the nineteenth century, styles which were in fashion in
Europe found their way into the Ottoman capital. In addition
to European architects working for the sultan, some Ottoman
citizens trained as architects in Europe introduced and adapted
the current styles to Istanbul. Balyan family is famous for its
members who have been court architects. They were responsible
IRUWKHGHVLJQDQGH[HFXWLRQRIVHYHUDOSDODFHVDQGDGPLQLVWUDWLYH
buildings in Istanbul during the nineteenth century. As part of
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,QWHULRURI6OH\PDQL\H0RVTXH
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0RVTXHRI6RNROOX0HKPHW3DúDDW.DGÕUJD
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,QWHULRURI6RNROOX0HKPHW3DúD0RVTXHDW.DGÕUJD
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&HQWUDO3RVW2I¿FHE\DUFKLWHFW9HGDW7HN

the westernization of Ottoman administration, several civil and
PLOLWDU\VFKRROVEDUUDFNVVWDWLRQVKRVSLWDOVRI¿FHVPXVHXPV
ministries were raised in the city, transforming its image. Some of
the travellers visiting Istanbul during the reign of Mahmut II have
WDNHQQRWLFHRIWKLVUDSLGFKDQJHDQGH[SUHVVHGWKHLUVRUURZIRU
WKHORVVRIWKHFLW\¶VFKDUDFWHU  
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, Raimondo D’Aronco,
DQ,WDOLDQDUFKLWHFWIURP8GLQHZDVLQYLWHGE\6XOWDQ$EGOKDPLW
II to work in Istanbul. He became the palace architect and is well
NQRZQIRUKLV$UW1RXYHDXGHVLJQVLQ<ÕOGÕ]3DODFHDQGRQWKH
%RVSKRUXV   +H DOVR FRQWULEXWHG WR WKH UHVWRUDWLRQ RI VRPH
LPSRUWDQWPRQXPHQWVDIWHUWKHHDUWKTXDNHRI
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Mining (now the
5HFWRUDWH RI 0DUPDUD 8QLYHUVLW\  -DQLVVDU\ 0XVHXP ,PSHULDO
0HGLFDO 6FKRRO +D\GDU 3DúD 0HGLFDO 6FKRRO LQ FROODERUDWLRQ
ZLWK $ 9DOODXU\  DUH VRPH RI WKH SURMHFWV ZKLFK VKRZ KLV
involvement in Ottoman architecture. It was a time when
revivalism was in the air.
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Architect Vedat Tek and Mimar Kemalettin Bey were the
SURPLQHQWORFDO¿JXUHVRIWKHWLPHOHDGLQJWKHVW\OHQDPHG³7KH
First National Movement”. Architect Kemalettin Bey designed the
QHZKRXVLQJFRPSOH[ZKLFKZDVUDLVHGRQWKHVLWHRIWKHGHVWUR\HG
GLVWULFW RI /DOHOL DIWHU WKH ELJ ¿UH RI  7KH +DULN]HGHJDQ
$SDUWPHQWV  SURMHFWLVNQRZQWREHWKH¿UVWPRGHUQ
KRXVLQJ FRPSOH[ GHVLJQHG LQ WKH +LVWRULF 3HQLQVXOD ,W LV QRZ
WUDQVIRUPHGLQWRDKRWHO$UFKLWHFW9HGDW7HNLVDQRWKHUVLJQL¿FDQW
¿JXUH RI WKH )LUVW 1DWLRQDO 0RYHPHQW 6RPH RI KLV EXLOGLQJV
LQ WKH +LVWRULF 3HQLQVXOD OLNH WKH &HQWUDO 3RVW 2I¿FH +RE\DU
0HVFLG6WDWH5HJLVWHUV 7DSX.DGDVWUR DQGWKH)RXUWK9DNÕI+DQ
are considered to be landmarks from early twentieth century.
7RZDUGVWKHHQGRIWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\VXEXUEVH[SDQGHGLQ
VHYHUDOGLUHFWLRQV*|]WHSHDQG)HQHU\ROXLQWKHHDVW%DNÕUN|\
DQG<HúLON|\RQWKHZHVWWKH%RVSKRUXVYLOODJHVWRWKHQRUWKDQG
WKH3ULQFH¶VLVODQGVLQWKHVRXWKZHUHLPSRUWDQWZLWKWKHLUWLPEHU
architecture. Revival styles were in fashion. Several important
summer houses in Art Nouveau style along the coast of the
%RVSKRUXVDW%DNÕUN|\<HúLON|\*|]WHSHRUWKH3ULQFH¶V,VODQGV
DWWUDFWWKHH\HZLWKWKHLUUH¿QHGGHVLJQV
7RZDUGV WKH HQG RI WKH QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\ *DODWD ZKLFK ZDV
DQ DUHD UHVHUYHG WR /HYDQWLQHV H[SDQGHG RXWVLGH RI LWV ZDOOV
LQ VHYHUDO GLUHFWLRQV %H\R÷OX DQG 3DQJDOWÕ GLVWULFWV GHYHORSHG
with multi-storey housing. These areas were inhabited mainly by
WKH&KULVWLDQSRSXODWLRQRIWKHFLW\5XHGH3HUDWRGD\¶V,VWLNODO
&DGGHVL H[WHQGHG IURP *DODWD WR 7DNVLP ZDV IXUWKHU OLQNHG
WR +DUEL\H DQG ùLúOL ZKHUH D QHZ OLIH VW\OH ZDV VWDUWLQJ 0DQ\
IDPLOLHVOLYLQJIRUPHUO\LQWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODOHIWWKHLUSULYDWH
KRXVHVZLWKJDUGHQVDQGPRYHGWR1LúDQWDúÕ7HúYLNL\HDQGùLúOL
WROLYHLQÀDWV7KLVEHFDPHWKHIDVKLRQIRUWKH2WWRPDQVRFLHW\
ZKR SUHIHUUHG WKH (XURSHDQ ZD\ RI OLIH:LWK WKH H[SDQVLRQ RI
QHZ GLVWULFWV 7DNVLP *PúVX\X 7DúNÕúOD 0DoND PLOLWDU\
barracks which were located outside of the settled areas of the
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Mining
QRZWKH5HFWRUDWHRI0DUPDUD8QLYHUVLW\

city became surrounded with new neighborhoods from the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
7KH¿UHRI+RFD3DúDLQFDXVHGJUHDWGDPDJHWRWKHDUHD
around Sirkeci and Divanyolu. Widening the main streets like
Alemdar and Divanyolu as a measure to facilitate the movement
RIWUDI¿FUHVXOWHGLQIXUWKHUGDPDJHWRWKHVXUYLYLQJPRQXPHQWV
LQ WKH UHJLRQ  HDUWKTXDNH GDPDJHG PDVRQU\ VWUXFWXUHV
VHYHUDOFROODSVHGDQGKDGWREHUHEXLOW7KHJUHDW¿UHVRI,VKDN
3DúD   )DWLK DQG 9HID GHYDVWDWHG ODUJH SDUWV RI WKH FLW\
)ROORZLQJ WKH ¿UH WKH GLVWULFWV ZHUH QRW EXLOW DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH
old street pattern; a new planning, using a grid-iron scheme was
adopted. The reconstruction of the city according to a new layout
and with different materials and scale resulted in great pressure
for change and the loss of the surviving urban fabric.
There was need to made the city suitable for the increasing
SRSXODWLRQDQGWKHQHZZD\RIOLIH,QWKHHDUO\¶VGXULQJ
the construction of the wide Vatan and Millet boulevards, narrow
streets were widened, the urban fabric was cut through without
much care to preserve the historic city. Some monuments were
moved or transferred to other locations. The new building
regulation which allowed the construction of high blocks on the
QHZVWUHHWVLQWURGXFHGDQHZXUEDQVFDOHWRWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD
and changed its urbanscape.
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THE REPUBLICAN PERIOD
With the fall of the Ottoman Empire, Ankara became the new
capital of the Turkish Republic and the center of state affairs.
$OWKRXJK ,VWDQEXO ORVW LWV SULRULW\ RI¿FLDOO\ LW VXVWDLQHG LWV
importance as the cultural, economic and industrial center of
the country. The transition from the Ottoman to the Republican
3HULRG ZDV IROORZHG E\ D FRQVFLRXV FKDQJH LQ WKH OHJDO DQG
administrative system which had its effects in the outlook on
architecture. The newly established state wanted to be part of the
new idioms, rather than sticking to the outdated revival styles. A
new direction in architectural design was introduced to the new
capital by the architects invited from Europe.
Some prominent Turkish architects continued their professional
activities in Istanbul and designed important buildings in the
+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD$PRQJWKHVHWKH)DFXOW\RI$UWVDQG/HWWHUV
E\6HGDW+DNNÕ(OGHPDQG(PLQ2QDW  ,VWDQEXO3XEOLFLW\
&HQWHU E\ *QD\ dLOLQJLUR÷OX DQG 0XKOLV 7XQFD   WKH
6RFLDO 6HFXULW\ %XLOGLQJV DW =H\UHN E\ 6 + (OGHP   DUH
worth mentioning.
The establishment of the legal framework for the designation of
XUEDQVLWHVFDPHYHU\ODWHLQ7XUNH\8QWLOKLVWRULFEXLOGLQJV
were registered as individual units; it was not possible to list
JURXSVRUKLVWRULFDUHDV:LWKWKHQHZOHJLVODWLRQDFFHSWHGLQ
/DZ LWEHFDPHSRVVLEOHWRGH¿QHWKHERXQGDULHVRIXUEDQ
or archaeological sites and place them under legal protection.
7KXV6XOH\PDQL\HDQG=H\UHNGLVWULFWVZKLFKZHUHQRWHGIRUWKHLU
timber architecture were designated as conservation areas.
7KH GHVLJQDWLRQ RI *DODWD DQG %H\R÷OX KLVWRULF GLVWULFWV ZDV
DFFRPSOLVKHG PXFK ODWHU LQ  )RU D ORQJ SHULRG RI WLPH
WKHUHZDVQRWHFKQLFDORU¿QDQFLDODVVLVWDQFHWRWKHKLVWRULFKRXVH
owners; conservation areas occupied by poor people declined
VHULRXVO\6HYHUDOWLPEHUKRXVHVFROODSVHGVXIIHUHGIURP¿UHRU
improper interventions. With the help of new legislation which
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FDPHLQWRIRUFHLQWKHUHLVQRZPRUHKRSHIRUWKHSURWHFWLRQ
of the conservation areas. The central and local governments
are more concerned about the conservation of cultural heritage;
¿QDQFLDO DQG WHFKQLFDO VXSSRUW LV SURYLGHG to the private house
owners.
With the risk of losing more of the timber architecture in
6OH\PDQL\H DQG =H\UHN WKH 0HWURSROLWDQ 0XQLFLSDOLW\ RI
Istanbul has initiated campaigns to train master carpenters to
repair and restore timber houses.

5HVWRUDWLRQRIWLPEHUKRXVHVDW6OH\PDQL\HE\WKH
Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul

79

A World Heritage Site

HISTORIC AREAS OF ISTANBUL
When Istanbul was nominated for World Heritage, only a limited
part of its historic urban fabric was under legal protection. This
is one of the reasons why not all of the areas worthy of being
:RUOG+HULWDJHDUHOLVWHG7KH*UDQG%D]DDUDQGWKHFRPPHUFLDO
GLVWULFWDURXQGLW*DODWD(\ShVNGDUDQG%RVSKRUXVDUHSDUW
of historic Istanbul and bear archaeological, urban and symbolic
values. By carrying out the necessary improvements and studies,
they may be included in the List in the future.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
Until recently, it was customary to start the history of Istanbul
with Byzantion and claim that the city has cultural levels which go
EDFN\HDUV5HFHQWO\UHVFXHDUFKDHRORJ\DW<HQLNDSÕZLWKLQ
WKH DQFLHQW KDUERXU RI 7KHRGRVLXV UHYHDOHG KXPDQ H[LVWHQFH
dating back to prehistoric times. This revolutionary discovery has
SURYLGHGDPXFKHDUOLHUGDWHIRUKXPDQH[LVWHQFHDWWKH+LVWRULF
3HQLQVXOD
The better known history of the city starts with Byzantion, a
Hellenistic colony which was inhabited by Megerans from
*UHHFH'XHWRWKHFRQWLQXHGRFFXSDWLRQRIWKHVDPHVLWHWKHUH
are areas and levels which have not been fully researched.
,Q ¶V 0U +HQUL 3URVW ZDV LQYLWHG E\ WKH 0XQLFLSDOLW\ WR
prepare a regulatory plan for Istanbul. The planner appreciated
the archaeological potential of the city and designated the eastern
HQGRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODDVDQ$UFKDHRORJLFDO3DUN7KH3DUN
stretched from the Bosphorus in the east to the Basilica Cistern and
WKH+LSSRGURPHLQWKHZHVWIURPWKH*ROGHQ+RUQLQWKHQRUWKWR
the Marmara Sea in the south. The plan focused on archaeological
research to reveal the ancient features of the city and proposed
WR SUHVHUYH DQG SUHVHQW WKHP WR WKH SXEOLF7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH WKH
*UHDW3DODFHRIWKH(PSHURUV6XOWDQ$KPHW&RPSOH[,EUDKLP
3DúD3DODFH%DVLOLFD&LVWHUQDQG%LQELUGLUHNDUHDPRQJWKHPRVW
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,EUDKLP3DúD3DODFHRQWKH+LSSRGURPH
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LPSRUWDQWPRQXPHQWVDQGFRPSOH[HVZLWKLQWKLVYDVWDUHD7KH\
are mainly owned by the State and maintained with public funds.
7KHSULYDWHO\RZQHGSORWVZRXOGEHH[SURSULDWHGDQGH[FDYDWLRQV
FRXOG EH FRQGXFWHG LQ RUGHU WR UHYHDO WKH UHPDLQV RI WKH *UHDW
3DODFH  $OWKRXJKIRUHVHHQLQWKHXUEDQSODQGXHWRODFNRI
IXQGVWKH$UFKDHRORJLFDO3DUNQHYHUFDPHWROLIH
7KHUHPDLQVRIWKH*UHDW3DODFHDUHGLVSHUVHGRYHUDZLGHDUHD
DQG WKUHDWHQHG E\ WRXULVP GHYHORSPHQW 7KH UHFHQW H[WHQVLRQ
of the Four Season’s Hotel is a problem which was discussed
E\H[SHUWVDQGWKHSXEOLF,WLVHVVHQWLDOWRWDNHWKHLQLWLDWLYHWR
unite the plots on which the remains are located and establish the
measures for integrated protection and presentation of the whole
site. Similarly, there are problems related to the management of
7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH7KH 3DODFH JURXQGV FRQWDLQHG ZLWKLQ WKH ZDOOV
(Sur-u SultaniDQG6HD:DOOV DUHGLYLGHGDPRQJVHYHUDOSXEOLF
institutions. This situation makes it hard to manage, protect and
SUHVHQWWKH3DODFHWRWKHSXEOLF
:LWKLQ WKH $UFKDHRORJLFDO 3DUN WKHUH DUH VHYHUDO LPSRUWDQW
monuments and ancient ruins. From these, the major ones are
selected and presented below.

'HWDLOIURPWKHÀRRUPRVDLFVRIWKH*UHDW3DODFH
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HAGIA SOPHIA
:LWKWKHDFFHSWDQFHRI&KULVWLDQLW\DVWKHRI¿FLDOUHOLJLRQRIWKH
Eastern Roman Empire, Constantinople was embellished with
monuments of the new faith. The early churches have been changed
RU PRGL¿HG LQ WLPH GXH WR ¿UHV DQG UHFRQVWUXFWLRQV 7KH +DJLD
Sophia which is standing today is the third one erected on the same
VSRW,WLVNQRZQWKDWWKH¿UVWRQHKDGDEDVLOLFDOSODQ([FDYDWLRQV
FRQGXFWHGLQ¶VZLWKLQWKHDWULXPRI+DJLD6RSKLDUHYHDOHG
WKHSRUWLFRRIWKHVHFRQG+DJLD6RSKLDGDWLQJIURP
According to the walls and the column bases preserved in situ,
WKH VHFRQG +DJLD 6RSKLD ZDV D ¿YH QDYH EDVLOLFD 7KLV FKXUFK
VXIIHUHG IURP WKH ¿UH LQLWLDWHG GXULQJ WKH 1LND UHYROW LQ 
Emperor Justinian delegated the design to two outstanding
WHFKQLFLDQV RI WKH SHULRG$QWKHPLRV IURP 7UDOOHV DQG ,VLGRURV
from Miletus. Justinian’s desire was to erect a monument which
ZRXOG EH D PRQXPHQW XVHG IRU FRURQDWLRQV   &RQVWUXFWLRQ
ZKLFKVWDUWHGLQSURFHHGHGTXLFNO\DQGWKHFKXUFKFRYHUHGE\
DPDJQL¿FHQWGRPHDQGWZRVHPLGRPHVZDVLQDXJXUDWHGLQ
The nave was surrounded by galleries on its three sides. Mosaics
with gold and silver tesserae, purple and grey, green, white and
honey colored marbles added to the grandeur of the interior. The
FKXUFKZDVSDUWRIDODUJHUFRPSOH[FRQWDLQLQJWKHSDWULDUFKDWH
baptisterium and the treasury-Skeuphylakion  
7ZHQW\ \HDUV DIWHU LWV FRQVWUXFWLRQ LQ  WKH ODUJH GRPH RI
+DJLD 6RSKLD VSDQQLQJ PRUH WKDQ  PHWHUV ZDV GDPDJHG E\
DQHDUWKTXDNHLWFROODSVHGLQGHVWUR\LQJWKHDOWDUFLERULXP
and the ambon. During the restorations conducted by Isidoros the
<RXQJHUWKHIRUPDQGWKHKHLJKWRIWKHGRPHZDVFKDQJHG,QVWHDG
of the earlier saucer dome, a hemispherical dome was erected on
top of the pendentives. The reopening of the church took place
LQ'XULQJWKH,FRQRFODVWLFSHULRGDOOWKH¿JXUDOGHFRUDWLRQ
LQWKHFKXUFKZDVUHPRYHGDVDUHVXOWRIZKLFKDOOWKHH[LVWLQJ
¿JXUDOPRVDLFVLQ+DJLD6RSKLDDUHIURPWKHPHGLHYDOSHULRG
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+DJLD6RSKLD&RPSOH[IURPWKHVRXWK
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Detail from the gallery of Hagia Sophia

7KHVWUXFWXUHKDVEHHQH[SRVHGWRVHYHUHWUHPRUVWKURXJKRXWLWV
ORQJ KLVWRU\ 7KH HDUWKTXDNH LQ  FDXVHG VRPH GDPDJHV WKH
HDUWKTXDNH RI  GHVWUR\HG WKH ZHVWHUQ DUFK VXSSRUWLQJ WKH
dome as a result of which the semidome in that direction had to be
renewed. The repair after this serious damage was carried out by
WKH$UPHQLDQDUFKLWHFW7UGDW  +HUHFRQVWUXFWHGWKHZHVWHUQ
VHPLGRPHDQG¿IWHHQULEVRIWKHPDLQGRPH
7KHHDUWKTXDNHLQFDXVHGQHZFUDFNVLQWKHVWUXFWXUHWKH
eastern semidome and one third of the eastern part of the main
GRPH FROODSVHG LQ  7KH UHVWRUDWLRQ RI +DJLD 6RSKLD DIWHU
WKLVFDWDVWURSKHZDVFRPSOHWHGLQ7KHVFDUUHPDLQLQJIURP
this damage can be seen on the eastern wall of the monument.
Following the Ottoman takeover of Constantinople, Hagia
Sophia was converted into a mosque. As the nearest mosque to
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHLWKDGWKHVWDWXVRIDQLPSHULDOPRVTXH0HKPHW
II allocated large sums of money for the repairs of Hagia Sophia,
enabling it to be well maintained through the centuries. A madrasa
and a minaret were constructed to make it a mosque and initiate a
FRPSOH[/DWHUPRUHPLQDUHWVZHUHDGGHG7KLVJUDQGPRQXPHQW
ZDV2WWRPDQL]HGIXUWKHUE\DGGLWLRQDOLQQHU¿WWLQJVDQGDQQH[HV
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by the donations of the succeeding sultans. Through the centuries,
the interior has been enriched with new furniture, calligraphy
SDQHOVPLKUDEVPDK¿OVREMHFWVEURXJKWIURPDQFLHQWUXLQV
,Q  ZLWK WKH SHUPLVVLRQ DFTXLUHG IURP 6HOLP ,,$UFKLWHFW
Sinan cleared away the houses crouching on Hagia Sophia’s walls
and repaired the south façade of the monument. When Selim II
GLHG LQ  KH ZDV EXULHG WR WKH VRXWK RI +DJLD 6RSKLD KLV
monumental tomb was designed by Architect Sinan. Later the
tombs of Murat III and Mehmet III were also constructed in
the garden of Hagia Sophia, which resulted in the creation of a
densely built area to the south of the monument.
The Baptistry of the Hagia Sophia was located to the south of the
church and had its entrance from the north side. It is octagonal in
plan and covered by a dome. After the conversion of the church
into a mosque, it stopped being used, becoming a storage place
IRUFDQGOHV,QLWZDVXVHGWREXU\6XOWDQ0XVWDID,WKXV
became included to the group of imperial tombs in the garden of
Hagia Sophia. The marble basin belonging to the original building
was probably removed to bury the sultan. The font is preserved and
stands in the porch of the monument. Later the baptisterium was
used to bury Sultan Ibrahim I as well. The interior was probably
painted in the Ottoman fashion during the conversion. Very little
survives from the original mosaic decoration of the building.
Mahmut I added an ablution fountain, a primary school, a library
DQGDSXEOLFNLWFKHQWRWKH+DJLD6RSKLD&RPSOH[:LWKLWVZLGH
eaved roof and dome, the ablution fountain is a richly decorated
and monumental piece of architecture, embellishing the courtyard.
The library was squeezed between two buttresses on the south
façade of the monument. It has a reading room accessible from
the interior of the Hagia Sophia, and a stack on the south façade.
7KHDGGLWLRQRIDSXEOLFNLWFKHQWRWKHFRPSOH[ZDVLPSRUWDQWDV
all the major imperial establishments in Istanbul had kitchens to
serve meals to the staff, students and the poor people.
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Interior of Hagia Sophia

7KHHDUWKTXDNHRIGLGQRPDMRUGDPDJHWR+DJLD6RSKLD\HW
due to its deteriorated condition, the monument underwent a major
UHVWRUDWLRQEHWZHHQE\WKHRUGHURI6XOWDQ$EGOPHFLW
The works were directed by Fossati brothers from Italy. During
WKLVPDMRURSHUDWLRQ¿JXUDOPRVDLFVZHUHUHYHDOHGE\UHPRYLQJ
the plaster over the walls and the upper structure. They were
documented and covered again due to the ongoing mosque function
RIWKHPRQXPHQW7KHH[WHULRURIWKHPRQXPHQWZDVSODVWHUHGDQG
painted with red and white stripes to simulate an alternating wall
construction. A sultan’s lodge was added to the end of the north
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gallery. Other buildings added during this repair are the madrasa
DQGWKHPXYDNNLWKDQH FORFNURRPIRUVHWWLQJWKHSUD\HUWLPHV 
7KHHDUWKTXDNHRIFDXVHGVRPHGDPDJHVLQ+DJLD6RSKLD
DQGDUHVWRUDWLRQFDPSDLJQZDVVWDUWHGE\WKH0LQLVWU\RI3LRXV
)RXQGDWLRQV :DTI  $IWHU WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH 7XUNLVK
5HSXEOLFWKHUHZDVDQLQWHQWLRQWRFRQYHUWWKLVUHOLJLRXVHGL¿FH
LQWRDPXVHXP,QE\PHDQVRIDVSHFLDOODZ+DJLD6RSKLD
became a museum. This made it possible to conduct researches
XQGHUWKHSODVWHUVWRUHYHDO¿JXUDOPRVDLFVDQGSUHVHQWWKHPWR
the public.
At present the monument is protected by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism. There are three departments responsible for the
administration, conservation and restoration of the museum.
The museum directorate is in charge of the administration of
the museum, the Conservation Laboratory is responsible for
conducting monitoring and conservation operations, the Survey
and Monuments Directorate monitors the structure, contracts
¿UPVIRUPDLQWHQDQFHZRUNVDQGVXSHUYLVHVWKHP
The restoration of the dome mosaics which started with the
VXSSRUWRIWKH81(6&2LQHDUO\¶VFRQWLQXHGZLWKIXQGLQJ
from World Monuments Fund and the Ministry of Culture and
7RXULVP$PKLJKVFDIIROGLQJZDVGHVLJQHGIRUWKHUHVWRUDWLRQ
of the dome mosaics. The scaffolding , which covered only one
TXDUWHURIWKHÀRRUDUHDZDVURWDWHGDURXQGWKHFHQWUDODUHDXQWLO
DOORIWKHGRPHPRVDLFVZHUHH[DPLQHGUHFRUGHGDQGUHVWRUHG
The study and monitoring of the structure of Hagia Sophia is
important because of earthquakes which might cause serious
GDPDJHVLQWKHIXWXUH$SURMHFWZDVVWDUWHGLQWRPRQLWRU
WKH VWUXFWXUH RI +DJLD 6RSKLD E\ WKH %RVSKRUXV DQG 3ULQFHWRQ
Universities. Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism established
DVFLHQWL¿FFRPPLWWHHZKLFKKDVERWKQDWLRQDODQGLQWHUQDWLRQDO
members to discuss and supervise the conservation works on the
structure.
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HAGIA EIRENE
Hagia Eirene is one of the major churches founded
E\(PSHURU-XVWLQLDQLQWKHVL[WKFHQWXU\7KRXJK
UHSDLUHG DQG PRGL¿HG VHYHUDO WLPHV GXH WR
earthquakes, it still preserves some of its original
features like its atrium, three naved structure and
V\QWKURQRQ $IWHU WKH HDUWKTXDNH LQ  WKH WRS
of its gallery and decoration was renewed. During
the Ottoman period, it was included within the
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHJURXQGV,WVWRSSHGIXQFWLRQLQJDV
a religious building but was used as a repository
RIDUPV,QWKHQLQHWHQWKFHQWXU\WKH¿UVW2WWRPDQ
museum was established here. With the foundation
of a military museum at Harbiye, the objects were
moved there and Hagia Eirene was ready to be used
for other cultural activities.
$IWHU UHVWRUDWLRQ ZRUNV FRQGXFWHG EHWZHHQ 
 WKH PRQXPHQW VWDUWHG WR EH XVHG IRU PXVLFDO
SHUIRUPDQFHV DUW H[KLELWV DQG VLPLODU DFWLYLWLHV
With its beautiful acoustics and interior, it is an
attractive place for classical music concerts.
During a recent alteration, the arcades around the
atrium were reorganized to house the mosaics
which had been recovered in rescue digs at different
locations in the city. The presentation and reuse of
this important monument needs to be reconsidered
. It is important to have Hagia Irene open to the
public but the type of activities taking place in it
VKRXOGQRWEHFRQWUDGLFWRU\WRLWVVLJQL¿FDQFHDQG
meaning. The vulnerability of Hagia Eirene is being
DVVHVVHGZLWKLQWKH,60(3 ,VWDQEXO6HLVPLF5LVN
0LWLJDWLRQ DQG (PHUJHQF\ 3UHSDUHGQHVV  3URMHFW
ZKLFKLVLQLWLDWHGE\WKH7XUNLVK*RYHUPHQW
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Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror
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%DEÕ+PD\XQ WKH,PSHULDO*DWH OHDGVLQWR$OD\0H\GDQÕ
3DUDGH*URXQGV WKH¿UVWFRXUW\DUGRI7RSNDSÕ3DODFH

TOPKAPI PALACE
After the Conquest of Istanbul, the capital of the Ottoman State was
moved to Istanbul and several important projects were initiated.
One of the priorities was to rehabilitate the city which had been
deserted and neglected during the siege. The construction of the
)DWLK &RPSOH[ 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH DQG FRPPHUFLDO EXLOGLQJV DUH
DPRQJWKHPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWSURMHFWVUHODWHGWRWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQW
of religious, social, educational, administrative and commercial
institutions.
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHLVRQHRIWKHUDUHH[DPSOHVRIDSDODFHVXUYLYLQJ
IURP WKH ¿IWHHQWK FHQWXU\ ,W KDV D JUHDW LPSDFW RQ WKH VN\OLQH
of the city. To place the administrative center of the Empire
over the old acropolis of Byzantion was an important decision
which has affected the structure and the silhouette of the city
RYHUWKHFHQWXULHV$KXJHDUHDFRYHULQJVTXDUHPHWHUV
was allocated to the palace grounds. The ruins of Hellenistic,
Roman and Byzantine periods were incorporated in its grounds.
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$FHUHPRQ\LQWKH7RSNDSÕ3DODFH

7KHQDWXUDOOLQHVRIWKHKLOOZHUHPRGL¿HGE\WHUUDFHVUHVWLQJRQ
retaining walls and substructures.
:LWKFHQWXULHVRIEXLOGLQJDQGUHQRYDWLRQV7RSNDSÕ3DODFHLVD
rich treasure of architecture, incorporating structures from the
early days of its foundation to the last days of its use as the abode
of the Ottoman sultan. It was the decision of Sultan Mahmut II
WR OHDYH 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH 7KH 3DODFH EHFDPH D PXVHXP LQ WKH
twentieth century, after the establishment of the Turkish Republic.
$OOWKHLQWHUHVWLQJREMHFWVWKHVXOWDQVXVHGDQGFROOHFWHGERRNV
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DQWLTXHVDQGDUWREMHFWVDUHNHSWDQGH[KLELWHGZLWKLQWKH7RSNDSÕ
3DODFH 0XVHXP ,QWHULRUV ZLWK ULFK %DURTXH GHFRUDWLRQ GDWLQJ
from the late eighteenth century can be found in the Harem
premises.
7KHDUHDRQZKLFKWKH3DODFHLVIRXQGHGZDVDOUHDG\VXUURXQGHG
E\ WKH %\]DQWLQH IRUWL¿FDWLRQV IURP WKH QRUWK DQG VRXWK 7KH
ZHVWHUQZDOORI0HKPHW,,¶V3DODFHDUHFDOOHGSur-u Sultani (The
,PSHULDO:DOO ,WVWDUWVIURP$KÕUNDSÕRQWKH0DUPDUDFRDVWDQG
rises uphill nearing a point very close to Hagia Sophia. This is
DOVRWKHKLJKHVWSRLQWRIWKH¿UVWKLOO)URPKHUHWKHZDOODGYDQFHV
WRZDUGV WKH QRUWK JRLQJ GRZQ WRZDUGV WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ DQG
terminating at a point called 'HPLU .DSÕ WKH ,URQ *DWH  7KH
FRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKLVKXJHZDOOWRRNPDQ\\HDUV6WDUWLQJLQ
it continued during Mehmet II’s lifetime and was completed after
KLVGHDWKLQ7KHZDOOLVWKUHHPHWHUVWKLFNDQGUHLQIRUFHG
ZLWKWRZHUVPRVWRIZKLFKDUHVTXDUHLQSODQ7RZHUVKDYH
WZR ÀRRUV$ ZDOO ZDON UXQV DERYH WKH ORZHU SDUW RI WKH ZDOOV
DW WKH ¿UVW ÀRRU OHYHO 7KH SODWIRUP OHYHOV ZHUH GHVLJQHG IRU
shooting out with cannons.
7KH PDLQ HQWUDQFH WR WKH 3DODFH JURXQGV LV FDOOHG WKH %DEÕ
+PD\XQ7KH,PSHULDO*DWHDQGLVORFDWHGDWWKHKLJKHVWSRLQW
RIWKH¿UVWKLOO2ULJLQDOO\WKHLPSHULDOJDWHKDGDQXSSHUÀRRU
which is visible in drawings from the nineteenth century. During
D UHVWRUDWLRQ LQ ODWH QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\ WKH XSSHU ÀRRU ZDV
UHPRYHGDQGWKHEXLOGLQJZDV¿QLVKHGZLWKDFRUEHOOHGFRUQLFH
%DEÕ+PD\XQLVWKHPRVWPRQXPHQWDORIWKHHQWUDQFHVWRWKH
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHJURXQGVWKHUHDUHVHYHUDOVPDOOHUJDWHVVPDOOHU
in scale and modest in design . Some were named according to
their location or special features. The changes in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries resulted in the loss of some of the walls.
The northern end of the Imperial Wall was demolished during the
construction of the railroad in the second half of the nineteenth
FHQWXU\   0LOLWDU\ LQVWLWXWLRQV ZHUH HVWDEOLVKHG ZLWKLQ WKH
95

A World Heritage Site

Imperial Museum, now the Archaeological Museum of Istanbul

QRUWKHUQ SDUW RI WKH RXWHU JDUGHQV$W WKH PRPHQW WKH 7RSNDSÕ
3DODFH0XVHXPRFFXSLHVRQO\WKHFRUHRIWKHRULJLQDO3DODFHEXW
WKHUH DUH DWWHPSWV WR XQLWH WKH JURXQGV RI WKH 3DODFH XQGHU RQH
administration.
7KH 3DODFH GHYHORSHG DURXQG WKUHH LQQHU FRXUWV 7KH ¿UVW
courtyard was open to the public; the level of privacy ascended
DVRQHPRYHGWRZDUGVWKHLQQHUSDUWVRIWKH3DODFH$URXQGWKH
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¿UVWFRXUW\DUGVHYHUDOZRUNVKRSVWKHRI¿FHRIWKHPD\RURIWKH
city, the dormitories of the palace guards, hospital of the palace,
storage areas for wood and food, boat keeping places, farming
grounds were arranged. Hagia Eirene is within this courtyard. The
area to the north of the courtyard was called Gülhane, the Rose
*DUGHQ,Q6XOWDQ5HúDW U GRQDWHGWKLVSDUWRI
WKH3DODFHJURXQGVWRWKHFLWL]HQVRI,VWDQEXOPDNLQJLWDSXEOLF
park. A new gate was opened for the purpose of providing access
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dLQLOL.LRVNLQLWLDOFRQVWUXFWLRQLQ

WRWKHQRUWKHUQSDUWRIWKHSDODFHJURXQGV  7KLVJDWHLVVWLOO
in use, providing access to the public park, the Archaeological
Museum and the Çinili Kiosk.
Çinili Kiosk was one of the places for the enjoyment of the Sultan.
,W ZDV EXLOW LQ  QHDU WKH MDYHOLQ SOD\LQJ JURXQGV :LWK LWV
special interior design comprising four iwans surrounding a
central hall covered by a high dome, it recalls the contemporary
monumental buildings of Semerkand. Its tile decoration also
UHÀHFWV HDVWHUQ LQÀXHQFHV 'XULQJ WKH IRXUWHHQWK DQG ¿IWHHQWK
centuries several craftsmen came or were invited from Iran and
central Asia. The original porch which had timber columns, like
LWV FRQWHPSRUDULHV LQ 8]EHNLVWDQ VXIIHUHG IURP D ¿UH LQ WKH
eighteenth century and was restored in stone.
7KLV XQLTXH PRQXPHQW ZDV WXUQHG LQWR D PXVHXP LQ  DQG
VHUYHV DV WKH 7LOH 0XVHXP VLQFH  7KHUH LV DQ H[WHQVLYH
collection of interesting architectural elements made of tiles, like
mihrabs and inscriptions collected from medieval and Ottoman
monuments. The ceramic utensils, oil lamp collections give an
idea about the history of the glazed ceramic production in Turkey.
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7LOHGHFRUDWLRQLQWKHdLQLOL.|úN

7KH PXVHXP ZDV UHVWRUHG LQ  DQG RSHQHG DJDLQ ZLWK DQ
improved presentation.
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHKDGVHYHUDOVPDOOVXPPHUSDYLOOLRQVSHUFKHGRQ
the sea walls or built along the coast, for the sultan or his family,
DIIRUGLQJ D EHDXWLIXO YLHZ RYHU WKH %RVSKRUXV DQG WKH *ROGHQ
Horn. Some of the kiosks were used for certain ceremonies.
,Q VRPH HQJUDYLQJV IURP WKH QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\ <DOÕ NLRNV LV
depicted as the building used for ceremonies. The sultan and
KLVUHWLQXHZDWFKHGWKH2WWRPDQVKLSVOHDYHWKHKDUERXUDW<DOÕ
.LRVN $ VLPLODU FHUHPRQ\ WRRN SODFH ZKHQ WKH ÀHHW HQWHUHG
WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ RQ LWV UHWXUQ IURP VDLOLQJ LQ WKH IDU VHDV
Unfortunately, the coastal kiosks have not been well preserved.
'XULQJWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHUDLOURDGLQODWHWKFHQWXU\WKH\
ZHUH UHPRYHG <DOÕ .LRVN ZDV FRPSOHWHO\ GHVWUR\HG RQO\ WKH
substructure of the Incili Kiosk and Sepetçiler kiosks remained.
The railroad damaged the connection of the coastal kiosks with
WKH3DODFHJURXQGV
6HSHWoLOHU.LRVNZDVEXLOWLQRYHUWKHVHDZDOOV,WKDGD
veranda and hall covered with a dome. It is claimed that this kiosk
ZDVXVHGE\WKHODGLHVRIWKHKDUHPWRZDWFKWKH2WWRPDQÀHHW
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'DUSKDQHL$PLUH WKH5R\DO0LQW
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Alay Kiosk

VDLO RXW IURP WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ  7KH NLRVN ZDV LQ D UXLQHG
VWDWHXQWLO¶V,WZDVUHVWRUHGLQHDUO\¶VDQGLVQRZXVHG
for symposia and international meetings.
Alay Kiosk, which is situated over a tower located on the western
:DOOVRI7RSNDSÕ3DODFHKDGDQLPSRUWDQWUROH,WZDVWKHORJJLD
from which the sultan watched the parade of Istanbul’s guilds. The
¿UVWNLRVNZKLFKZDVSUREDEO\PDGHRIWLPEHUZDVFRQVWUXFWHG
GXULQJWKHUHLJQRI0XUDW,,,  (YOL\DdHOHELUHODWHV
in detail how the architects proceeded in the parade past this kiosk
 7KHSUHVHQW$OD\.LRVNZDVEXLOWLQGXULQJWKHUHLJQ
RI0DKPXG,,,WLVORFDWHGDFURVVWKH*DWHWRWKH+LJK3RUWRYHU
a turn the wall makes towards the north. As one walks along the
ZDOOVRIWKH3DODFHLWVPRQXPHQWDOGRPHDWWUDFWVWKHDWWHQWLRQ
,WLVDFFHVVLEOHIURP*OKDQH3DUNDQGLVDSSURDFKHGE\DUDPS
Its spacious halls and rooms are used by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism.
7ZR LPSRUWDQW EXLOGLQJ JURXSV KDYH EHHQ DGGHG WR WKH ¿UVW
FRXU\DUGRIWKH3DODFHLQWKHHLJKWHHQWKDQGQLWQHWHHQWKFHQWXULHV
7KH ¿UVW LV WKH 5R\DO 0LQW EXLOGLQJV ZKLFK VWDUWHG WR GHYHORS
101

A World Heritage Site
3DQRUDPDRIWKH*ROGHQ+RUQLQWKHWKFHQWXU\
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LQ WKH DUHD WR WKH ZHVW RI +DJLD (LUHQH VWDUWLQJ IURP ¿UVW KDOI
RI WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\7KH H[LVWLQJ PLQW EXLOGLQJV DUH IURP
WKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\  7KH0LQWFRQWLQXHGWRIXQFWLRQDWLWV
historic premises until the second half of the twentieth century.
$IWHU ¶V LW PRYHG WR QHZ SUHPLVHV QHDU %HúLNWDú WKH ROG
buildings were handed over to the Ministry of Culture.
The second group of buildings are the museums which were
added in late nineteenth century. The Archaeological Museum
ZDV GHVLJQHG DQG EXLOW EHWZHHQ  E\ DUFKLWHFW $
9DOODXU\WRKRXVHWKH¿QGVIURPDUFKDHRORJLFDOH[FDYDWLRQV7KH
Museum of Ancient Oriental Civilizations which is to the north of
the Archaeological Museum, was built as an art school and later
transformed into a museum.

A gigantic Roman capital in the second
FRXUW\DUGRI7RSNDSÕ3DODFH
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7KH HQWUDQFH WR WKH VHFRQG FRXUW\DUG RI 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH LV
WKURXJKDPRQXPHQWDOJDWHZD\ÀDQNHGE\WZRRFWDJRQDOWRZHUV
 2QO\WKHVXOWDQFRXOGSDVVWKURXJKWKLVJDWHRQKRUVHEDFN
Others had to walk in. Administrative and service buildings like
Divanhane , the council of ministers, outer treasury and the
kitchens surround the second courtyard. The council room, which
consists of two domed rooms, is on the north side. The sultan
occasionaly participated in the meetings of the ministers. He
could listen to the discussions, secretly, behind the latticework of
a window from Adalet Kulesi, the tower attached to the council
URRP7KLVWRZHUZDVORZHULQWKH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\GHVLJQDVFDQ
EHVHHQIURPWKHPLQLDWXUHRI0DWUDNoÕ1DVXKIURPWKHVL[WHHQWK
century and the engraving of Melling from the beginning of the
nineteenth century. The tower symbolized the justice of the sultan.
It was heightened and its top was remodelled in the current revival
VW\OHGXULQJWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\  
The outer treasury building which stands to the east of the Council
Hall, is a rectangular building covered with eight domes. Originally
it was used like a safe, silver and gold coins were kept in pots.
7RGD\ WKH EXLOGLQJ LV XVHG IRU H[KLELWLQJ SDUW RI WKH ULFK DUPV
FROOHFWLRQ RI 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH 7KH NLWFKHQ FHOODUV GRUPLWRULHV
of the cooks lie on the southern
part of the courtyard. The

Throne used for religious feasts
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Reception Hall and the Library of Ahmet III in the third courtyard
RI7RSNDSÕ3DODFH

NLWFKHQVIURPWKH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\ZHUHUHPRGHOOHGE\$UFKLWHFW
6LQDQDIWHUD¿UHLQ  $FFRUGLQJWRKLVWRULFGRFXPHQWV
IURP  IRXUW\ VL[ PHQ ZRUNHG LQ WKH NLWFKHQ DQG EDNHU\
there were twenty four cooks, nine bakers and thirteen tasters.
The entrance to the third court is called Bab-üs SaadeWKH*DWH
of Felicity. The coronation ceremonies took place in front of this
JDWH7KHJDWHXQGHUZHQWDPDMRUUHVWRUDWLRQLQXQGHUWKH
reign of Abdulhamid I; the central part of the arcade on the eastern
part of the courtyard was cut and a baroque canopy was inserted
in the middle.
The third courtyard, Enderun was the private domain of the sultan.
Across the entrance, there is the Reception Hall, where the sultans
received their foreign guests. It consists of a rectangular reception
KDOOVXUURXQGHGE\KLJKDUFDGHV7KHLQWHULRUDQGWKHH[WHULRURIWKH
hall are lavishly decorated with coloured marbles, glazed tiles and
gilding. Some old engravings show the sultan sitting on a throne
and receiving envoys. The kiosk preserves much of its original
IHDWXUHVWKRXJKUHQRYDWHGDIWHUD¿UHLQWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\  
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'HWDLOIURPWKH+ÕUNDL6DDGHW3DYLOOLRQRI7RSNDSÕ3DODFH

The third courtyard is built over a sloping terrain. The ground
is inclined towards the east. The Reception Room stands at the
highest point of the courtyard and is connected to the surrounding
area with stairs. The kiosk of Fatih is located at the southeast
corner of the courtyard. On the north side of the courtyard, there
LVWKHPRVTXHIRUWKHJXDUGV7KH3DODFHVFKRROZKHUHWKHJXDUGV
at the service of the sultan were trained was also in this couryard.
7KH ¿IWHHQWK FHQWXU\ OD\RXW RI WKH 3DODFH ZDV PRGL¿HG LQ WKH
course of later centuries. One of these was the transformation of
the Has Oda, the Sultan’s Room, to +ÕUNDL6DDGHW'DLUHVL, the
Suite for the Holy Relics of Islam, after the Conquest of Egypt
by Sultan Selim I. Another important change was the addition of
a library to the east of the Reception Hall by Ahmet III in the
HLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\  
Until the seventeenth century, the area to the east of the third
FRXUW\DUG ZDV OLNH WKH RXWHU JDUGHQV RI WKH 3DODFH 7KLV SDUW
RI WKH 3DODFH GHYHORSHG LQ WKH VHYHQWHHQWK FHQWXU\ 6HYHUDO
beautifully decorated pavillions, the Iftariye, Revan and Bagdad
NLRVNVZHUHEXLOWIRUWKHVXOWDQWRUHVWUHDGDQGHQMR\WKH*ROGHQ
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Iftariye Kiosk, loggia used by the sultan during Ramadan and
religious feasts

+RUQDQGWKH%RVSKRUXV7KH.LRVNRI.DUD0XVWDID3DúDZKLFK
also dates from the seventeenth century is also within this part of
WKH3DODFH,WLVRQHRIWKHROGHVWWLPEHUEXLOGLQJVLQWKH3DODFH
'XULQJWKH7XOLS3HULRGWKLVSDUWRIWKH3DODFHZDVXVHGIRUQLJKW
entertainments, with tortoises carrying candles.
Starting with Mahmud II, the sultans moved to the palaces on the
%RVSKRUXVOHDYLQJ7RSNDSÕ3DODFHWRJXDUGVDQGHOGHUO\ZRPHQ
<HW WKH DUFKLYH OLEUDU\ DQG FROOHFWLRQV ZHUH NHSW DV SDUW RI WKH
KLVWRU\ RI WKH SODFH 6XOWDQV YLVLWHG WKH 3DODFH RFFDVLRQDOO\ IRU
VRPHFHUHPRQLHVRUHYHQWV6XOWDQ$EGOD]L] U DVNHG
architect Sarkis Balyan to design a kiosk for him. Mecidiye Kiosk
ZKLFKLVWKHODVWNLRVNEXLOWZLWKLQWKH7RSNDSÕ3DODFHRYHUORRNVWKH
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Bosphorus. A small mosque and
guard house were associated with
WKLVSURMHFW  $WDVSRWWRWKH
east of Mecidiye Kiosk, there is
WKH&ROXPQRI*RWKVZKLFKZDV
put up to celebrate the victory of
WKH5RPDQVRYHUWKH*RWKV7KH
¿IWHHQ PHWHUV WDOO FROXPQ KDV D
beautiful capital with an eagle
FDUYHGLQORZUHOLHI  
During the ninetenth century,
several

important

projects

were realized in Istanbul. The
construction of the Istanbul3DULV UDLOURDG LV QRWHZRUWK\ IRU
LWV LPSDFW RQ 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH
The railroad was constructed
but it stopped at the outskirts of
WKHFLW\DW<HGLNXOH7REXLOGD
station in the center was almost
impossible because, to reach
Sirkeci, the railroad had to pass
WKURXJK WKH 3DODFH JDUGHQV
Sultan Abdulaziz was convinced
DERXWWKHEHQH¿WVRIWKHUDLOURDG
coming to the center of the
city. So he gave permission to
FXW WKURXJK WKH 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH
grounds. This resulted in the
demolition of some pavillions
EHORQJLQJWRWKH3DODFHDVZHOO
7KH&ROXPQRI*RWKVGDWLQJ
from to the Roman period

as damage to historic walls and
towers.
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<HPLú2GDVÕLQWKH+DUHPRI7RSNDSÕ3DODFH

110

ISTANBUL

Harem
+DUHP LV WKH VHFWLRQ RI WKH 3DODFH UHVHUYHG IRU WKH
viwes, concubines, children of the sultan. There
were also guards and maids working to carry out the
services. Its entrance is from the second court, at a
point to the north of the Council Hall. Another door
opens into the third courtyard. Harem people lived
within the rooms, apartments, pavillions and wards
located in the northern part of the second and third
courtyards.
There are doubts about the presence of a harem in the
RULJLQDO GHVLJQ RI WKH7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH WKH IDPLO\ RI
0HKPHW ,, OLYHG LQ WKH 2OG 3DODFH DW %D\H]ÕW QHDU
WKH )RUXP 7DXUL EHIRUH WKH FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI 7RSNDSÕ
3DODFH 'XULQJ WKH UHLJQ RI 6XOWDQ 6OH\PDQ , WKH
harem section started to develop. The construction of
VRPHSDYLOOLRQVDW7RSNDSÕ3DODFHE\$UFKLWHFW6LQDQ
DQG 'DYXW $÷D DUH UHFRUGHG LQ VHYHUDO GRFXPHQWV
IURPWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\  
7KH KDUHP RI 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH KDV D YHU\ FRPSOH[
structure; it has grown spontaneously over the
centuries. Since it was attached to the north wall of
WKH 3DODFH QHZ GHYHORSPHQW KDG WR EH WRZDUGV WKH
north, over retaining walls and substructures. The
drop in the land towards the north afforded a beautiful
YLHZ WRZDUGV WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ DQG *DODWD +DUHP
continued its growth in the seventeenth and eighteenth
FHQWXULHV7KHNLRVNRI2VPDQ,,, U LVRQH
of the most attractive designs from the eighteenth
century. The kiosk has a jetty which projects over
the high retaining wall separating the harem from the
*OKDQH3DUN,WVLQWHULRULVSXUHO\EDURTXHLQVW\OH
UHÀHFWLQJWKHLQÀXHQFHVIURP)UDQFH
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Besides the many rooms for women and the long corridors, there
are many special spaces like baths, private suites built for some
sultans, the premises of the queen mother, the ward of the guards.
The gardens of the harem were carefully guarded, not to let
outsiders to trespass into the private grounds. The harem did not
have a kitchen of its own, the meals were served from the kitchens
in the second courtyard.
7RSNDSÕ3DODFHZDVWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRDPXVHXPLQVRRQDIWHU
the establishment of the Turkish Republic. This was the starting
point for the systematic study and documentation of its movable
and immovable heritage. Architects Selma Emler and Mualla
(\SR÷OX$QKHJJHUZRUNHGRQWKHGLIIHUHQWVHFWLRQVRIWKH3DODFH
WRUHVWRUHDQGSUHVHQWWKHODUJHFRPSOH[DVDPXVHXP7KHPRVTXH
of the guards became the library for manuscripts. The kitchens,
)DWLK¶VSDYLOOLRQRXWHUWUHDVXU\ZHUHWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRH[KLELWLRQ
halls for the china, jewellery and the armory collections. The cellars
became the archive for the documents related to the history of the
3DODFHDQGVHYHUDOEXLOGLQJVIRXQGHGE\WKHVXOWDQV7KHDUFKLYH
is very rich with its collection of documents related to the personal
OLIHRIWKHLPSHULDOIDPLO\DQGWKHRWKHULQKDELWDQWVRIWKH3DODFH
and the construction activity of the imperial family. It is worth
QRWLQJWKDWWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQERRNVRI6XOWDQ$KPHW&RPSOH[DUH
preserved in this archive, along with many other documents related
to repairs and reconstructions of mosques, castles and bridges.
During the restorations, researches were conducted, to understand
the evolution of the structures and their transformations. Some
RIWKHGLIIHUHQWSKDVHVRILQWHUYHQWLRQVDUHYLVLEOHDQGUHÀHFWWKH
changes in taste and style. +QNDU6RIDVÕ, the Imperial Hall is one
RI VXFK SODFHV7KH RULJLQDO LQWHULRU IURP WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\
interior was covered up by baroque elements and Dutch tiles
were used to decorate some parts of the walls. New furniture and
paintings tend to change the atmosphere, but the architecture is
essentially Classical Ottoman in design.
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The harem was cleaned of the inappropriate additions made in
late nineteenth century, by those left behind after Mahmud II
DQGKLVIDPLO\OHIW7RSNDSÕ3DODFHWRPRYHWRWKHSDODFHVRQWKH
Bosphorus. At areas where the unity of the interior is at risk, the
last period of decoration was preserved with only small sections
WRLQGLFDWHWKH¿QGLQJVIURPWKHHDUOLHUSKDVHV7KHKDUHPZDV
opened to the public after lengthy restorations.
Several interesting details were uncovered in the process of
cleaning and restoration. The discovery of the original dome of
the Veliaht Dairesi WKH 3DYLOOLRQ RI WKH FURZQ SULQFH ZDV QRW
visible because of the construction of a timber ceiling during
WKHODWHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\7KHRULJLQDOGRPHZLWKLWVH[TXLVLWH
decoration on deer hide was revealed and restored. It is one of the
H[FHSWLRQDOSLHFHVRIVHYHQWHHQWKFHQWXU\DUFKLWHFWXUH
The restoration and maintenance of the artifacts and architectural
WUHDVXUHV RI WKH 3DODFH UHTXLUHV IXQGV DOORFDWHG UHJXODUO\ IURP
the Ministry of Culture budget. The projects are developed and
implemented by the Survey and Monuments Department of the
Ministry of Culture and the staff of the Conservation Laboratory.
A management plan is on the way for the protection of this
H[FHSWLRQDOWUHDVXUH7RSNDSÕ3DODFHKDVEHHQH[SRVHGWRVHYHUDO
earthquakes in its long history and restorations followed the
cracks and collapses. Recently there is a project by the Ministry
RI&XOWXUHWRSUHSDUHIRUWKHHDUWKTXDNHH[SHFWHGLQ\HDUV

THE THEODOSIAN WALL
With the increase of the city’s population in the fourth century,
the area contained within the Constantinian Wall became densely
populated, not able to meet the demands for new development.
7KHRGRVLXV,,GHFLGHGWRHQODUJHWKHFLW\E\H[WHQGLQJWKHERXQGDU\
of Constantinopolis further to the west. A new wall was constructed
WRWKHZHVWRIWKH&RQVWDQWLQLDQ:DOO  7KHQHZGHIHQVHOLQH
called the “Theodosian Wall” started at Marmara Sea, where the
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0DUEOHWRZHUVWDQGVWRGD\DQGH[WHQGHGLQWKHQRUWKHUQGLUHFWLRQ
UHDFKLQJ WKH %ODFKHUQD UHJLRQ RQ WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ 'XULQJ WKH
¿IWK FHQWXU\ %ODFKHUQD ZDV D VXEXUE ZLWK DQ LPSHULDO SDODFH
RYHUORRNLQJ WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ 7KHRGRVLDQ :DOO VWRSSHG URXJKO\
DWWKHZDOOVRIWKLV3DODFH'XULQJWKHPHGLHYDOSHULRG%ODFKHUQD
3DODFHZDVHQODUJHGDQGQHZZDOOVZHUHFRQVWUXFWHGWRGHIHQGWKH
city. The section of the landwall from the medieval period is called
“the Comnenian Wall”, due to the reigning dynasty at the time. It
starts from the north of the Tekfur Saray and stretches towards the
QRUWKUHDFKLQJWKHFRDVWRIWKH*ROGHQ+RUQDW$\YDQVDUD\
7KH 7KHRGRVLDQ :DOO ZDV IRUWL¿HG ZLWK  WRZHUV SODFHG
DSSUR[LPDWHO\PHWHUVDSDUW7KHWRZHUVRIWKHPDLQZDOODUH
usually square in plan. Octagonal towers are placed at points
where the wall makes an angle. The towers are given numbers,
VWDUWLQJIURPWKH0DUPDUDVKRUH7KHSRVLWLRQRIWKH¿UVWWRZHU
is very critical. It could defend the attacks from the sea and the
shore. So its plan is pentagonal, to provide the chance to shoot
from different angles.
7KH PDLQ WRZHUV ZHUH DERXW  P KLJK DQG KDG WKUHH OHYHOV
The ground level was accessible from the land to the east of the
wall. Usually the land adjoining the wall belonged to people
DQGWKH\XVHGWKHJURXQGOHYHOLQSHDFHWLPH7KH¿UVWÀRRULV
at the level of the wall walk. There are windows
on the walls of the towers, which made
it possible to shoot with arrows.
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Stairs attached to the eastern side of the main wall lead up to
the wall walk.
The third level is the roof of the towers, called the platform level.
It is possible to climb to the top of the towers with narrow stairs
attached to the eastern side of the tower. The stairs were protected
from shooting by the enemy with high curtain walls. The top of
the towers were crenellated; from this level, it was possible to
shoot with arrows and catapults.
7KH ZDOOV DUH DERXW  PHWHUV WKLFN DQG FUHQHOODWHG 7KH\ ZHUH
EXLOW RI OLPHVWRQH FRXUVHV ZLWK EDQGV RI EULFN 7KH H[WHULRUV
of walls are covered with regular coursed ashlar blocks made
of local limestone.After earthquakes, the original construction
technique was altered or changed. So today it is possible to see
7KHRGRVLDQ:DOODYLHZWRZDUGVWKH%HOJUDGH*DWH
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Earthquakes damaged the city walls

both alternating wall construction and repairs carried out by using
only stone.
In front of the main wall there is the front wall, a lower structure,
DOVR IRUWL¿HG ZLWK WRZHUV 7KH IURQW ZDOO LV  P WKLFN DQG
UHLQIRUFHG ZLWK WRZHUV SODFHG DW  PHWHUV ,WV WRZHUV DUH
rectangular or U shaped in plan. They are smaller in size, but
important in strengthening the defense line. Being located between
the main towers, they make it possible to create additional points
of attack in the weaker part of the front line. It was possible to
shoot arrows from the windows of the towers and also from the
battlements above the wall walk. The construction of the front
ZDOOLVQRWDVUH¿QHGDVWKHPDLQZDOO
7KH  P ZLGH GLWFK ZDV DQRWKHU LPSRUWDQW HOHPHQW RI WKH
IRUWL¿FDWLRQV 'XH WR WKH WRSRJUDSK\ RI WKH DUHD RQ ZKLFK WKH
Land Wall was built, the ditch could not be horizontal. There are
several partition walls in the ditch to hold the water, when it is
¿OOHG7KHVRXUFHVIRUZDWHUDUHQRWNQRZQEXWDVVXPHGWKDWWKH
sources in the western part of the city were used .
7KH/DQG:DOOUHSUHVHQWVDJRRGH[DPSOHRIDQFLHQW+HOOHQLVWLF
IRUWL¿FDWLRQ ,W ZDV YHU\ VWURQJ DQG FRXOG UHVLVW WKH DWWDFNV RI
GLIIHUHQWDUPLHVPRUHWKDQWKRXVDQG\HDUV  *RRGGHVLJQDQG
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workmanship helped its walls and towers to resist the ravages of
WLPH<HWVHYHUDOUHSDLUVKDGWREHXQGHUWDNHQVRPHWRZHUVKDG
to be reconstructed due to earthquakes.
The entrance to the city was provided by seven gates, located
at points which were linked with the street pattern and the
WRSRJUDSK\ RI WKH FLW\ 3RUWD $XUHD7KH *ROGHQ *DWH ZDV WKH
most important one, used by victorious emperors as they entered
WKHFLW\7KHHQWUDQFHZDVÀDQNHGE\WZREHDXWLIXOWRZHUVPDGH
of marble blocks. The second gate, located to the north of the
*ROGHQ *DWH LV WKH %HOJUDG *DWH 7KH DQFLHQW QDPHV RI VRPH
gates are not known. They are named according to the direction
they are heading for, or the group of people who lived around it.
7KHQDPH%HOJUDGH*DWHGHULYHVIURPWKHIDFWWKDWSHRSOHZKR
came from Belgrade settled around it in the Ottoman period. The
other gates towards the north are named Silivri, Mevlevihane,
7RSNDSÕ&DQQRQ3HPSWRQ6XOXNXOHDQG(GLUQHNDSÕ7KHUHZHUH
DOVRVHYHUDOVHFRQGDU\JDWHVPDLQO\XVHGE\WKHPLOLWDU\7KH¿UVW
RQHLVVLWXDWHGQH[WWR7RZHUQHDUWKH0DUPDUD6HD
The medieval part of the Land Wall, the Comnenian Wall, was built
over a sloping terrain. The topography in this part of town made it
easier to defend the city. So the new wall was not designed with
three components as the Theodosian Wall; it consists of only one
line of defence, supported by high towers. The only gate on this part
RIWKHODQGZDOOVLV3RUWD&DOLJDULD(÷UL.DSÕ, which is still in use.
,QWKHDUHDFORVHWRWKH*ROGHQ+RUQFRDVWWKHODQGLVÀDW0DNLQJLW
easy to attack the city. To keep the enemy far from the main wall, a
IURQWOLQHFDOOHG3WHURQZDVFRQVWUXFWHG7KHUHZHUHVHYHUDOUHSDLUV
to this part of the wall due to the attacks by foreign troops.
The Land Wall has been subjected to strong tremors soon after
its erection. The construction technique used in the repairs after
WKH  HDUWKTXDNH ZDV YHU\ VLPLODU LQ GHWDLO WR WKH RULJLQDO
building, therefore hard to differentiate from the original. The
UHSDLUVDIWHUWKHHDUWKTXDNHKRZHYHUDUHGLIIHUHQWVRPHDUH
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marked with inscriptions and thus easy to date. Some towers were
reconstructed after the earthquakes in the nineth and eleventh
FHQWXULHV7KHIDPRXVHDUWKTXDNHVRIDQGDOVR
FDXVHGGDPDJHVWRWKH7KHRGRVLDQZDOO  
7KHPLOLWDU\VLIQL¿FDQFHRIWKH/DQG:DOOGLPLQLVKHGGXULQJWKH
Ottoman period, because the city was no longer situated at the
frontier. It was at an inland position, far from war or risk of being
VLHJHG<HWWKH9HQHWLDQÀHHWRFFDVLRQDOO\DSSURDFKHGWRZDUGVWKH
Dardanelles and some precautions were taken at the capital. During
WKH¿UVWKDOIRIWKHVHYHQWHHQWKFHQWXU\JUDQGYL]LHU%D\UDP3DúD
carried out some repairs to the land and sea walls in order to
prepare the city against the attack of the approaching Venetians.
By the middle of the nineteenth century, the ruined walls and
WRZHUVRIWKH7KHRGRVLDQIRUWL¿FDWLRQKDGEHFRPHDSLFWXUHVTXH
UXLQ0DQ\WUDYHOOHUVDQGDUWLVWVZDONHGDORQJWKHH[WHULRURIWKH
town, watching the wild vegetation growing from the crevices of
WKH WRZHUV7KH FLW\ ZDV VWLOO FRQ¿QHG ZLWKLQ WKH ZDOOV DQG WKH
H[WHULRUZDVUHVHUYHGWRWKH¿HOGVDQGFHPHWHULHV7KHHQJUDYLQJV
and sketches of the ninetenth century artists give an idea about the
tranquillity of the area.

Yedikule Fortress
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Towards the end of the nineteenth century, important changes took
place in the vicinity of the southern end of the walls. The leather
LQGXVWU\ ZKLFK ZDV ORFDWHG DW .D]OÕoHúPH VLQFH WKH ¿IWHHQWK
FHQWXU\H[SDQGHGWRZDUGVWKHHDVW1HZZRUNVKRSVDQGVHYHUDO
RWKHUIDFWRULHVZHUHFRQVWUXFWHGQH[WWRWKHVRXWKHUQHQGRIWKH
Land Wall. The construction of the railroad connecting Europe
to Istanbul was another important event. The trains entered the
FLW\WKURXJKDSDVVDJHZKLFKZDVFXWEHWZHHQWKHWRZHUVDQG
7KHFKDQJHVUHODWHGWRXUEDQL]DWLRQDQGPRGHUQGHYHORSPHQW
FRQWLQXHGGXULQJWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\,Q¶VWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQ
of the motorway along the coast changed the relationship of the
walls with the sea. A new cut was made through the curtain wall
EHWZHHQWKH0DUEOH7RZHUDQGWKH¿UVWWRZHURIWKH7KHRGRVLDQ
:DOO7KHVHDZDV¿OOHGWREXLOGWKHURDGFKDQJLQJWKHUHODWLRQVKLS
of the sea and the afore mentioned towers.
The Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul is responsible for
the care of the Land and Sea Walls. During the preparation of
WKHXUEDQSODQLQLWZDVGHFLGHGWRIRUPDPHWHUEDQG
RI SURWHFWLRQ IRU WKH /DQG :DOO <HW VHYHUDO SULYDWH EXLOGLQJV
H[LVWHGQH[WWRWKHZDOOVDQGRYHUWKHGLWFK1RV\VWHPDWLFZRUN
was carried out to remove the structures which had croached
in the area. After the listing of the Historic Areas of Istanbul as
World Heritage, the Metropolitan Municipality took action to
clear the area adjoining the Wall from accretions. This required
OHJDO RSHUDWLRQV VR VHYHUDO FDVHV ZHUH VXHG WR H[SURSULDWH WKH
ODQGDQGWRUHPRYHWKHPRGHUQEXLOGLQJVQH[WWRWKH/DQG:DOO
7KH WUDQVIHU RI WKH .D]OÕoHúPH LQGXVWULDO DUHD ZDV DQRWKHU
component of the rehabilitation project concerning the environs of
the Land Wall. The Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul engaged
H[SHUWWHDPVWRPDNHDVXUYH\RIWKHFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHZLWKLQWKH
protection belt of the Land Wall. A project was developed for the
landscaping of the green areas along the Land Wall. Inventory
cards were prepared for cultural assets which had not been
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rHJLVWHUHG DQG SUHVHQWHG WR WKH 3URWHFWLRQ %RDUG IRU DSSURYDO
DQG UHJLVWUDWLRQ ([SHUWV KDG GLVFXVVLRQV DERXW WKH SURJUDP RI
preparing conservation projects for the towers and wall sections.
)RUWKH¿UVWSKDVHRIWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQZRUN%HOJUDGH*DWHZDV
chosen. After the preparation of the photogrammetric surveys,
FOHDQLQJ DQG H[FDYDWLRQ ZDV FRQGXFWHG DORQJ WKH ZDOOV DQG
WRZHUVLQWKHSURMHFWDUHD7KHUHVWRUDWLRQRI%HOJUDGH*DWHDQG
WKH WZR WRZHUV ÀDQNLQJ LW ZDV FDUULHG RXW EHWZHHQ 
7KHSURMHFWDQGLWVH[HFXWLRQZDVQRWUHFHLYHGZHOOE\WKHSXEOLF
GXH WR WKH H[FHVVLYH UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ FDUULHG RXW DUFKDHRORJLVWV
architects and other professionals reacted to the inappropriate
treatment of important remains.
,QWKH&LW\DGPLQLVWUDWLRQPDGHDQDVVHVVPHQWRIWKHFDVH
and asked for advice from universities. The principle of minimum
intervention was suggested and adopted for the preservation of
WKHDUFKDHRORJLFDOKHULWDJH$SLORWSURMHFWZDVVWDUWHGDW<HGLNXOH
EHWZHHQWKHWRZHUV77  %HWZHHQWRZHUVDQG
 DQG WKH ZDOOV DGMRLQLQJ WKHP ZHUH UHVWRUHG IXOO\ UHVSHFWLQJ
the principle of minimum intervention. The restoration works at
the Walls were stopped by the Municipality, due to the change of
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQDIWHUWKHHOHFWLRQLQ
$IWHUWKHHDUWKTXDNHZKLFKFDXVHGVRPHFUDFNHGRUGDPDJHG
towers to collapse, the City administration decided to start
restoration works again, stabilizing towers which could collapse
XQH[SHFWHGO\ DQG HQGDQJHU WKH OLIH RI FLWL]HQV (GLUQHNDSÕ ZDV
RQHRIWKHFULWLFDOSRLQWVZKHUHWZRWRZHUVÀDQNLQJDPDMRUWUDI¿F
artery were seriously damaged. For reasons of public safety,
7RZHUV  DQG  ZHUH SXW RQ WKH SULRULW\ OLVW IRU LQWHUYHQWLRQ
Following the restoration of these damaged towers, the section to
WKH QRUWK RI (GLUQHNDSÕ WRZDUGV WKH7HNIXU 6DUD\ ZDV WDNHQ XS
The works were conducted by a contractor, who was not properly
supervised. As a result, the interventions in this area were not found
satisfactory. UNESCO warned the authorities to stop the work and
EHPRUHFDUHIXODERXWNHHSLQJWKHDXWKHQWLFLW\RIWKHIDEULF  
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THE CASTLE OF SEVEN TOWERS
The Castle of Seven Towers is located close to the southern end
RIWKH7KHRGRVLDQ:DOOQH[WWRWKHPorta Aurea*ROGHQ*DWH,W
was built by the order of Mehmed II, as a castle where the state
treasury was kept. It is nearly pentagonal in plan. The four towers
on its western side belong to the Theodosian Wall. The three in
the eastern part are cylindrical in plan. The entrance to the castle
is from the northeast, through an arched gateway. The walls are
DERXW  PHWHUV KLJK$ VPDOO VHWWOHPHQW GHYHORSHG ZLWKLQ WKH
castle during its use through the centuries. On a drawing from the
seventeenth century, there is a small mosque and several houses;
WKHWRZHUVDUHFRYHUHGE\FRQLFDOURRIV  $IWHUWKHVL[WHHQWK
century, one of the eastern towers was used as a prison where
occasionally foreign envoys were put in custody. Inside this tower,
which is also called the “ambassadors’ tower”, it is possible to see
the names of some of the imprisoned people on the walls.
7KH FDVWOH EHFDPH D PXVHXP LQ 7KHUH ZDV D ¿UH LQ 
which devastated the settlement inside the castle walls. The houses
disappeared; today only the lower part of the minaret survives from

3RUWD$XUHDRXWHUJDWH
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6WDLUVLQWKHZDOOVRI<HGLNXOH7RZHUV

the mosque. Action was taken by the general directorate responsible
for Antiquities in the second half of the twentieth century. Architect
Cahide Tamer was responsible for the works carried out between
WKH\HDUV  $VPDOORSHQDLUWKHDWHUZDVFUHDWHGDW
the southwest corner of the garden in order to use the castle for
performances during summer nights. Recently, the Ministry of
&XOWXUH KDV OHDVHG WKH &DVWOH JURXQGV WR D SULYDWH ¿UP ZKLFK
arranges concerts and other performances inside the Castle.
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$VWUHHWLQ=H\UHN

ZEYREK
=H\UHN LV D WUDGLWLRQDO QHLJKERUKRRG ZLWK VLJQL¿FDQW %\]DQWLQH
and Ottoman structures. It is located on a hillside overlooking
WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ DQG 6OH\PDQL\H 7KH TXDUWHU LV IDPRXV IRU
LWV WLPEHU KRXVHV VXUURXQGLQJ =H\UHN &DPLL DQ LPSRUWDQW
PHGLHYDOPRQXPHQWZKLFKZDVRULJLQDOO\SDUWRIWKH3DQWRFUDWRU
Monastery founded in the twelfth century by Queen Eirene, wife
RI-RKQ&RPQHQRV,,7KHFRQVWUXFWLRQVWDUWHGLQZLWKWKH
South Church. Then the North Church dedicated to Lady Mary
ZDV DGGHG 7KH TXHHQ GLHG LQ  EHIRUH WKH FRPSOH[ ZDV
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¿QLVKHG +HU KXVEDQG FRQWLQXHG WKH SURMHFW VKH ZDV LQWHUUHG
in between the south and the north churches and a chapel was
constructed over her tomb. This building, squeezed between two
larger structures, was called the Funerary Church.
7KHUHLVDIRXQGDWLRQGHHGIURPZKLFKSURYLGHVLQIRUPDWLRQ
about the program of the monastery and the charity institutions
attached to it. According to its foundation deed, the monastery
comprised a house for the elderly, a hospital and an eye clinic.
7KH FRPSOH[ ZDV RFFXSLHG E\ WKH 9HQHWLDQV GXULQJ WKH /DWLQ
UXOH EHWZHHQ  DQG  ,W ZDV XVHG SDUWLDOO\ DV D VWRUDJH
place for the looted goods from the city, before they were sent
to Europe. The monastery and the churches were restored by the
%\]DQWLQHVDIWHUWKH\WRRNRYHUWKHFLW\LQ
The dependencies of the monastery have been lost in the course
RIWLPH7KHQDPH=H\UHNFRPHVIURPWKHSURIHVVRUZKRWDXJKWDW
WKHPDGUDVDHVWDEOLVKHGZLWKLQWKH3DQWRFUDWRU0RQDVWHU\E\WKH
2WWRPDQVLQWKH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\7KHPDGUDVDXVHZDVWHPSRUDU\
$IWHUWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIWKH)DWLK&RPSOH[WKHVWXGHQWVDW=H\UHN
PRYHGWRWKHQHZO\FRQVWUXFWHGPDGUDVDVWKHUH7KH3DQWRFUDWRU
0RQDVWHU\EHFDPH=H\UHN&DPLLDQGKDVEHHQXVHGDVDPRVTXH
VLQFHODWH¿IWHHQWKFHQWXU\

3DQWRFUDWRU0RQDVWHU\=H\UHN&DPLL
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The monument suffered from several earthquakes in its long
history. The style of the repairs provides evidence about the date
RI LQWHUYHQWLRQV 7KH  HDUWKTXDNH SUREDEO\ UHVXOWHG LQ WKH
collapse of the central dome of the north church and produced
deformations in the columns of the South Church. As a result of
the damages, the columns in both the North and South churches
were replaced by piers with larger cross sections. A sultan’s lodge
was added to the southwest of the mosque. The damages caused
E\WKHHDUWKTXDNHZHUHIROORZHGE\UHSDLUVZKLFKDUHQRW
documented. During the twentieth century, the responsibility
RI WKH PRQXPHQW ZDV XQGHUWDNHQ E\ WKH *HQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH
RI 3LRXV )RXQGDWLRQV7KH ZHVWHUQ DQG QRUWKHUQ IDoDGHV RI WKH
PRQXPHQW ZHUH WUHDWHG E\ DUFKLWHFWV ZRUNLQJ IRU WKH *HQHUDO
'LUHFWRUDWH$6hOJHQDQG)dXKDGDUR÷OX)URPWKHUHVWRUDWLRQV
XQGHUWDNHQEHWZHHQWKHUHLVQRWPXFKGRFXPHQWDWLRQ
H[SODLQLQJWKHGHFLVLRQVIRULQWHUYHQWLRQV)ROORZLQJDQHHGIRU
WKHUHQRYDWLRQIRUWKHWLPEHUÀRRU'XPEDUWRQ2DNVFRQGXFWHG
research within the South Church, revealing the beautiful opus
sectile decoration in the central part of the naos.
,QWKHVHFRQGKDOIRIWKHWZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\WKHVRFLDOSUR¿OHRI
WKH=H\UHNQHLJKERUKRRGFKDQJHGGUDPDWLFDOO\7KHKRXVHVZHUH

=H\UHN&DPLLHDVWIDoDGH

127

A World Heritage Site
no longer inhabited by the families who had built or inherited
them, but immigrants from southeast Anatolia, coming to Istanbul
for jobs preferred to live in this quarter due to the low rents and
LWV SUR[LPLW\ WR WKH FHQWUDO EXVLQHVV GLVWULFW 7KH QHZFRPHUV
were not very careful about their environment. Some people
FOLPEHG XS WKH URRI RI WKH PRVTXH DQG UHPRYHG WKH H[SHQVLYH
OHDG VKHHWLQJ WR VHOO WKH PDWHULDO 7KH *HQHUDO 'LUHFWRUDWH RI
3LRXV )RXQGDWLRQV FRXOG QRW SURWHFW WKH OHDG URRI ,Q RUGHU WR
VWRS WKLHYHV WKH GHFLVLRQ ZDV WR UHPRYH WKH OHDG URR¿QJ DQG
replace it by imitation in concrete. This cheap material was not as
good as the lead in protecting the monument; it needed constant
maintenance. But the necessary care was not taken; the roof
was neglected for more than twenty years, which resulted in the
development of serious humidity problems.
,Q  D FRQVHUYDWLRQ SURMHFW ZDV LQLWLDWHG E\ 3URIHVVRU
0HWLQDQG=H\QHS$KXQED\IURP,VWDQEXO7HFKQLFDO8QLYHUVLW\
DQG 3URIHVVRU 5REHUW 2XVWHUKRXW IURP ,OOLQRLV 8QLYHUVLW\ WR
save the building from further deterioration. Documentation
VWDUWHG ZLWK WKH JURXQG OHYHO ,Q  ,VWDQEXO 0HWURSROLWDQ
Municipality donated a large some for roof restoration. With

5RRIRIWKH=H\UHN&DPLLKDVEHHQUHVWRUHG 
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VRPHLQWHUPLVVLRQVWKHUHVWRUDWLRQRIWKHURRIODVWHGXQWLO
with support from World Monuments Fund, Illinois University
and private donors. The restoration of the roof included the
treatment of several structural cracks in the vaults and domes.
Many interesting features about the history of the monument were
uncovered during the work on the roof.
Along with the work on the roof, a restoration project was
SUHSDUHG IRU WKH HDVWHUQ IDoDGH RI WKH =H\UHN &DPLL 7KH

=H\UHN&DPLLHDVWHUQIDoDGHDIWHUUHVWRUDWLRQLQ
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project was presented to UNESCO through Turkish National
Commission for UNESCO and funds were received for its
H[HFXWLRQ 7KH HDVWHUQ IDoDGH ZDV SDUWLDOO\ UHVWRUHG LQ 
improving the stability of the eastern wall and the general
RXWORRNRIWKHPRQXPHQW  
6HYHUDO¿UHVLQWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODGHYDVWDWHGODUJHSDUWVRIWKH
city through its long history. Thus the urban fabric was renewed
VHYHUDOWLPHV$IWHU¿UHVWKHKRXVHVZHUHXVXDOO\UHEXLOWRQWKH
VDPHVWUHHWSDWWHUQ7KHODVWELJ¿UHZKLFKGHVWUR\HGWKHKRXVHV
DQGGDPDJHG=H\UHN0RVTXHVWDUWHGDWdÕUoÕULQ/XFNLO\
WKLV SDUW RI WRZQ ZDV QRW GHYDVWDWHG E\ WKH ELJ ¿UHV LQ HDUO\
twentieth century. So the Ottoman street pattern is preserved in
this part of Fatih. The timber houses dating from nineteenth and
HDUO\WZHQWLHWKFHQWXULHVFRXOGVXUYLYHDQGUHÀHFWWKHWUDGLWLRQDO
atmosphere of old Istanbul, making it a spectacular site, worthy of
designation as a World Heritage site.
1HJOHFW YDQGDOLVP ¿UHV DQG EDG UHSDLUV WR WKH WLPEHU KRXVHV
RI =H\UHN LV D JUHDW VRXUFH RI FRQFHUQ WR FRQVHUYDWLRQLVWV
UNESCO has warned Turkey to take urgent measures to stop
GHPROLWLRQ RI WKH WLPEHU DUFKLWHFWXUH 6RPH H[HPSODU SURMHFWV
and implementation work has been carried out with technical
VXSSRUWIURP81(6&2$Q1*2VSHFL¿FDOO\HVWDEOLVKHGWRVDYH
WKH KHULWDJH DVVHWV DW =H\UHN KDV FROODERUDWHG ZLWK ,&2026
Turkey to restore a timber house on Ibadethane Sokak. Traditional
methods and materials were used in the restoration of house no.
LQRUGHUWRSUHVHUYHWKHDXWKHQWLFLW\RIWKHEXLOGLQJDQGWKH
site. Timber Association has taken initiative to monitor the area
and warn the responsible authorities about the bad interventions
and losses. Recently the Municipality of Fatih has taken action to
UHVWRUHVRPHKRXVHVZLWK¿QDQFLDOVXSSRUWIURPWKH*RYHUQRUDWH
of Istanbul. KUDEB, a control and technical assistance center
established by the Metropolitan Municipality is training craftsmen
and supervising the works.
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SÜLEYMANIYE
6OH\PDQL\H TXDUWHU LQFRUSRUDWHV D JRRG FROOHFWLRQ RI WLPEHU
KRXVHVZKLFKKDYHQRWVXIIHUHGIURPWKH¿UHVLQHDUO\WZHQWLHWK
FHQWXU\ DV ZHOO DV YHU\ VLJQL¿FDQW PRQXPHQWV DQG FRPSOH[HV
7KHVLWHVSDQVIURP5DJÕS3DúD$YHQXHLQWKHQRUWKWRùKHK]DGH
&RPSOH[LQWKHVRXWKDQGIURP8]XQdDUúÕVWUHHW0DFUR(PERORV
LQWKHHDVWWR$WDWUN%RXOHYDUGLQWKHZHVW%HVLGHVWKHH[WHQVLYH
FRPSOH[ RI 6OH\PDQL\H WKH DQFLHQW DTXHGXFW RI 9DOHQV 9HID
&DPLL D PHGLHYDO FKXUFK WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\ ùKHK]DGH
&RPSOH[$WÕI (IHQGL /LEUDU\ IURP WKH HLJKWHHQWK FHQWXU\ WKH
2WWRPDQ0LQLVWU\RI:DU QRZWKH,VWDQEXO8QLYHUVLW\5HFWRUDWH 
the headquarters of Istanbul Muftu, Botanical Institute attached to
Istanbul University are located within this district.
6OH\PDQL\H&RPSOH[DQGWKHVHWWOHPHQWDURXQGLWKDVDQLPSRUWDQW
SODFHZLWKLQWKH*ROGHQ+RUQVLOKRXHWWHRIWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXOD
6OH\PDQL\H &RPSOH[ JDYH WKH GLVWULFW LWV QDPH ,W LV D JUDQG
HVWDEOLVKPHQW UHÀHFWLQJ WKH JORU\ RI WKH 2WWRPDQ (PSLUH LQ WKH
VL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\,WVSURJUDPUHÀHFWVWKHPLJKWDQGJHQHURXVLW\RI
WKHLPSHULDOIRXQGHU7KHJHQHUDOOD\RXWRIWKHFRPSOH[IROORZVWKH
D[LDOLW\RIWKH)DWLK&RPSOH[WKHPRVTXHLVLQDFHQWUDOSRVLWLRQ,W
rises like a mountain over the top of the hill and catches the eye as
RQHORRNVWRZDUGVWKH+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODIURPWKHQRUWK
7KHODQGQHHGHGIRUWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH&RPSOH[ZDVSDUWO\
DOORFDWHG IURP WKH 2OG 3DODFH JURXQGV 7KH UHVW ZDV DFTXLUHG
E\ H[SURSULDWLRQ 'XH WR WKH VORSLQJ WHUUDLQ WRZDUGV WKH QRUWK
and west, terraces were created by the construction of retaining
ZDOOV ,W WRRN QHDUO\ QLQH \HDUV   WR EXLOG WKH FRPSOH[
which consists of a grand mosque, two tombs, a primary school,
¿YH PDGUDVDV RQH PHGLFDO FROOHJH D KRVSLWDO D FDUDYDQVDUD\
a guesthouse, a refectory, a kitchen, a bakery, a Koran reading
room, a bath and several shops. A spacious courtyard surrounds
the mosque and its arcaded couryard on three sides. The tomb of
the founder and his wife are placed to the TÕEOD side of the mosque,
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in the garden to the southeast. Madrasas are on the northeast and
southwest sides of the mosque. The northwest side is reserved for
WKUHHPDMRUEXLOGLQJVRIWKHFRPSOH[WKHKRVSLWDOWKHUHIHFWRU\
kitchen and the tabhane/guesthouse. Due to the slope towards the
west, all of the three buildings have basements.
7KH VWUXFWXUDO VFKHPH RI 6OH\PDQL\H PRVTXH ZDV LQVSLUHG E\
Hagia Sophia, however, Architect Sinan chose a more modest
scale for his mosque design, probably due to the imminent
HDUWKTXDNH ULVN 7KH GRPH RI 6OH\PDQL\H LV  PHWHUV LQ
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GLDPHWHU LQ FRQWUDVW WR WKH  PHWHU ZLGH GRPH RI +DJLD
6RSKLD $UFKLWHFW 6LQDQ FRQWULEXWHG WR WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\
mosque design with many important, new details. He regarded
Suleymaniye as the work of his mid-career. The three storeyed
western gate of the courtyard is unique in Ottoman architecture.
Marble, granite, porphyry columns were brought from different
places of the Empire to embellish this grand monument. The best
quality works of stone masons, tile workers and other craftsmen
of the time were used in the creation of Suleymaniye.

Süleymaniye Complex and the Golden Horn
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'RPHRIWKH6OH\PDQL\H0RVTXH

134

ISTANBUL

135

A World Heritage Site

Timber houses from Süleymaniye
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)RUWKH¿UVWWLPHLQ2WWRPDQDUFKLWHFWXUH
the ablution fountains were placed on the
side walls of the mosque. In the courtyard, a
decorative fountain with jets of water from
LWVFHLOLQJZDVDQRYLFH  7KHWUHDWPHQW
of the structural elements, especially the
buttresses on the side elevations was very
ingenious. They were nicely articulated; the
combination of the rythmic two-storeyed
arcade and its projecting roof was a novelty
in the façade design of Ottoman mosques.
Architect Sinan used references to ancient
architecture in his major works, enriching
his designs and giving them a depth of
history. Octagonal plan was used very often
for tombs in Ottoman architecture. In his
design for the tomb of Sultan Suleyman,
Architect Sinan used an octagonal plan with
inner and outer ambulatories, borrowing
elements from Roman architecture.
7KH WRPE RI 5R[HODQH WKH GHDU ZLIH RI
6OH\PDQ WKH 0DJQL¿FHQW LV ORFDWHG YHU\
close to his but is quite modest in scale. The
SODQLVRFWDJRQDORQWKHRXWVLGHEXWVL[WHHQ
sided inside. This typology is derived from
Seljuk architecture; Architect Sinan had
several references to Seljuk architecture in
his works. The interior of the tomb is richly
GHFRUDWHG ZLWK JOD]HG WLOHV 7KH H[WHULRU
is sober with regular ashlar masonry. The
cylindical drum of the tomb is unique in
Ottoman architecture, with verses from the
4XUDQFDUYHGRQLW  
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&RQVHUYDWLRQRIWKHWLPEHUDUFKLWHFWXUHDW6OH\PDQL\HLV
of high priority
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Madrasas
7KHUHDUHVL[PDGUDVDVZLWKLQWKH&RPSOH[RI6XOH\PDQL\H7KH
¿UVW IRXU ZHUH WKH KLJKHVW OHYHO XQLYHUVLWLHV RI WKHLU WLPH7KH\
ZHUHFDOOHGWKH¿UVWVHFRQGWKLUGDQGIRXUWKLQ2WWRPDQ Evvel,
Sani, Salis and Rabi 7KH¿UVWWZRPDGUDVDVDUHORFDWHGRQWKH
southwest side of the mosque, on a land sloping towards the
north. They are arranged symmetrically on two sides of a street.
Today these two madrasas are used by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism as the manuscript library for the collections of the
historic libraries of Istanbul. A team of conservators are employed
for the care of the rare books in the library.
The third and fourth madrasas are on the northern side of the
PRVTXHRYHUORRNLQJWKH*ROGHQ+RUQ7KH\DUHDOVRV\PPHWULFDO
in layout, with their entrances located on the Mimar Sinan Street.
The tomb of Architect Sinan is also located on this street. The
madrasas do not have inscriptions; historic documents provide the
GDWHWKH\VWDUWHGWRIXQFWLRQDV7KHGHVLJQRIWKHQRUWKHUQ
twin madrasas is very special; their courtyards are not level but
adapted to the terrain with steps. The classrooms are located at
the highest point of the land. The courtyard has several terraces.
One reaches the northern wing of the building by means of steps.
The eastern and western arcades have sofas for the students to
sit, read or to contemplate. Under the northern wing of the third
and fourth madrasas, there is a row of rooms dedicated to the
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ RI SRRU VFKRODUV   7KHVH URRPV ZHUH ODWHU
named 0OD]ÕPODU0HGUHVHVL the Madrasa of Scholars, although
the building did not function as a madrasa.
7KH¿IWKPDGUDVDLVWKHDarülhadith; a madrasa for the teaching
of the sayings of the prophet Mohammad. This madrasa was the
highest ranking madrasa in the Ottoman Empire, when it was built.
It consists of a raised classroom and a row of cells arranged on a
broken line. The madrasa was damaged seriously in the course of
WLPHWRGD\LWLVGLI¿FXOWWRWUDFHVRPHRIWKHRULJLQDOIHDWXUHV
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6OH\PDQL\HWKH¿UVWPDGUDVD
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7KHVL[WKPDGUDVDZDVIRUPHGLFDO
VWXGLHV LW ZDV WKH ¿UVW PHGLFDO
school in Istanbul. It is located
to the west of Sani madrasa,
with its cells placed above the
western end of 7LU\DNL dDUúÕVÕ,
the bazaar of tobacco dealers.
According to the foundation
GHHG RI 6OH\PDQL\H &RPSOH[
there were eight students in the
madrasa. This means that there
were eight rooms for the students
Rabi Madrasa, classroom

and other spaces for the staff
and services. Medical college
was converted into a hospital in

the twentieth century. Today there are twelve rooms arranged
in a line. The two rooms at the ends are rectangular in plan and
covered with two domes. The others are square in plan. Within
the present arrangement, there is not a large room which could
EH XVHG IRU OHFWXUHV 3UREDEO\ ERWK WKH WKHRUHWLFDO FRXUVHV DQG
SUDFWLFDOH[HUFLVHVWRRNSODFHLQWKHKRVSLWDOEXLOGLQJ2ULJLQDOO\
there was probably a colonnade or an arcade with a timber roof
along the southern side of the cells. Several changes took place;
the arcade is no longer a semi-open space but walled in.
The single domed building attached to the eastern wall of the
tomb garden is the Darülkurra, the building for teaching the
GLIIHUHQW VW\OHV RI 4XUDQ UHDGLQJ   ,Q D PDS VKRZLQJ WKH
ZDWHUZD\VRI6XOH\PDQL\H&RPSOH[WKLVEXLOGLQJLVLQGLFDWHGDV
WKHFODVVURRP  ,QDQROGSKRWRWKHGDUONXUUDKDVORVWLWVURRI
and is surrounded by buildings. During the restoration carried out
E\$68OJHQLQ¶VWKHDFFUHWLRQVDURXQGLWZHUHUHPRYHG
and its dome was reconstructed.
The primary school is located to the east of the Evvel Madrasa,
above the eastern end of the Tiryaki Bazaar. Its entrance is on
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WKH HDVW IURP D VPDOO GRRU RQ 6OH\PDQL\H 6WUHHW 7KHUH LV D
semi-open space covered by a dome at the entrance. This was
used as the summer classroom. The closed part of the school is
UHFWDQJXODULQSODQ  7KHSULPDU\VFKRROLVXVHGDVDOLEUDU\
for children today.
The hospital, GDUúúLID is a spacious building, located to the
southwest of the mosque, on a terrain sloping towards the west.
It is organized around two courtyards. A pharmacy and a small
EDWKZHUHDWWDFKHGWRLW7KHIRXQGDWLRQGHHGRIWKHFRPSOH[OLVWV
WKHTXDOL¿FDWLRQVRIWKHGRFWRUVZKRFRXOGZRUNLQWKLVKRVSLWDO
To provide health services was not assumed as a public duty in
WKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\VRKRVSLWDOVZHUHHVWDEOLVKHGE\EHQHYROHQW
people, as part of foundations. Only the sultan and his family
FRXOGDIIRUGVXFKH[SHQVLYHSURMHFWV6OH\PDQL\HKRVSLWDOZDV
the second healthcare center in Istanbul when it was built.
The darüzziyafe WKH SXEOLF NLWFKHQ RI WKH FRPSOH[ LV WR WKH
north of the hospital. It consists of a kitchen, a refectory, storage
URRPVDEDNHU\DQGWKHDGPLQLVWUDWRU¶VRI¿FH7KHDUFKLWHFWXUDO
design of the imaret is similar to the public kitchen of the
%D\H]ÕW,,&RPSOH[LQ,VWDQEXOZLWKLWVFRPSDFWRUJDQLVDWLRQDQG
arrangement of the units around a arcaded courtyard. It is a big
VWUXFWXUHZKLFKVHUYHGWKHVWXGHQWVDQGWKHVWDIIRIWKHFRPSOH[

5DEL0DGUDVD6OH\PDQL\H
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as well as the guests staying at the tabhane. Its basement was used
as the stable for the animals of the guests staying at the Tabhane.
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHIRXQGDWLRQGHHGRI6OH\PDQL\H&RPSOH[WKH
JXHVWV ZHUH ZHOFRPHG DW WKH FRPSOH[ DQG FRXOG VWD\ WKHUH IRU
three days, without any charge. During this period, their animals
stayed at the stable and were looked after. There are two entrances
to the stable; a small one from the sloping street to the south of the
building and a large gate from the road along the west wall. The
interior is a L shaped large hall, covered with vaults. Slit windows
were used for the ventilation and illumination of the interior.
The guesthouse, tabhane is situated to the north of the public
NLWFKHQ 7KH PRQXPHQWDO JDWH RQ 6OH\PDQL\H ,PDUHW 6WUHHW
leads to a forecourt from which the building is reached. The
guesthouse is a spacious building with rooms and iwans arranged
around a courtyard. The courtyard is paved with marble slabs and
has a pool in the center. The iwan across the entrance is the most
conspicuous element of the whole composition. It was reserved
for guests, to come together, to have meals or to chat. There are
also small sofas in front of the rooms for sitting and resting. The
PHDOVZHUHVHUYHGIURPWKHNLWFKHQ,QWKH5HSXEOLFDQ3HULRGWKH
guesthouse was used as part of the State Archives. It was not open
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WRWKHSXEOLF7KHHDUWKTXDNHLQFDXVHGVRPHGDPDJHWRLWV
structure. Conservation works are on the way.
,PSHULDO FRPSOH[HV XVXDOO\ KDYH GRXEOH EDWKV KDPDPV in
their programs. According to the historic documents related
to its construction, the bath was one of the last buildings to be
FRPSOHWHG3UREDEO\GXHWRWKHFRQVWUDLQWVLQ¿QGLQJDVXLWDEOH
SODFH WR EXLOG LW WKH EDWK RI 6XOH\PDQL\H &RPSOH[ LV D VLQJOH
one, meaning that it serves men and women at different hours
of the day. The planimetry of the hot section has a central dome
with four iwans and four corner cells. The bath has undergone
some alterations in the nineteenth century. Its three bay porch
was walled in to create additional space. A timber gallery , úÕUYDQ
was added to the dressing hall. The bath stopped functioning after
¶VEXWDIWHUDUHVWRUDWLRQLQODWH¶VLWLVLQVHUYLFHDJDLQ
'XHWRWKHVORSLQJWHUUDLQRQZKLFKWKH&RPSOH[LVEXLOWVHYHUDO
basements had to be built, which were used as shops or storage
areas. Under the terrace, to the north of the mosque, there is a
long row of shops. Another long row, attached to the south wall
of the third and fourth madrasas, faced these shops. This was a
bazaar where craftsmen specialized in brasswork, producing
samovars, braziers, candlesticks were located. The street is called
'|NPHFLOHU, the founders’ bazaar. The shops are rectangular in
plan and covered by vaults. The timber shutters on their façades
have been changed in time. Originally, they had wide eaves which
SURWHFWHGWKHJRRGVH[KLELWHGLQIURQWRIWKHVKRSV7KHHYLGHQFH
for some of the supporting elements are preserved.
6OH\PDQL\H &RPSOH[ LV WKH JUHDWHVW RI 6LQDQ¶V SURMHFWV LQ
Istanbul. It was built at a time when Ottomans were very strong,
HFRQRPLFDOO\DQGSROLWLFDOO\,WUHÀHFWVWKHFRQFHSWRIDQ2WWRPDQ
LPSHULDO FRPSOH[ LOOXVWUDWLQJ WKH 2WWRPDQ EXLOGLQJ W\SHV DQG
WKH DUWV DQG FUDIWV RI WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\7KH LQWHJULW\ RI WKH
FRPSOH[KDVWREHSUHVHUYHGZLWKFDUH7KHPRGHUQXVHVVKRXOG
be selected very carefully in order to present the site as a sociocultural institution of its time.
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'XULQJ WKH VL[WHHQWK FHQWXU\ 6OH\PDQL\H
quarter was a fashionable quarter with konaks,
KRXVHV FORVH WR WKH 2OG 3DODFH DQG D QLFH YLHZ
RYHU WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ 7KH SRSXODULW\ RI WKH
district continued over the centuries, attracting
KLJK UDQNLQJ RI¿FLDOV 7KH PRVW LPSUHVVLYH
RI WKH YL]LHULDO FRPSOH[HV ZDV WKH SDODFH RI
6L\DYXú 3DúD ZKLFK KDG  URRPV EDWKV DQG
shops. The panorama of C. Loos from early
eighteenth century, gives a good idea about how
WKH VORSHV RI 6OH\PDQL\H ORRNHG EHIRUH PDMRU
transformations took place.
6OH\PDQL\HLVORFDWHGYHU\FORVHWRWKHKDUERXU
DUHD 7KH FRDVWDO VWULS EHWZHHQ (PLQ|Q DQG
8QNDSDQÕ ZDV UHVHUYHG WR FRPPHUFLDO DFWLYLW\
VLQFH WKH ¿IWHHQWK FHQWXU\ (DFK FUDIW KDG LWV
workshop organized on a street, forming arastas,
lines of shops. Commercial activity in the area
WR WKH QRUWK RI 6OH\PDQL\H FRQWLQXHG ZLWKLQ
its earlier boundaries until the twentieth century.
$IWHU¶VWKHUHZDVDERRPWKHWLPEHUKRXVHV
LQWKHSUR[LPLW\RIWKHFRPPHUFLDOGLVWULFWZHUH
pulled down to give way to large scaled reinforced
concrete structures. Several workshops and small
industrial plants occupied these multi storeyed
VWUXFWXUHV 7KXV 6OH\PDQL\H ZKLFK ZDV D
residential quarter during the Ottoman period,
with konaks commanding a nice view over
WKH *ROGHQ +RUQ ORVW LWV DWWUDFWLRQ 7KH VRFLDO
structure of the district changed dramatically
with many immigrant families from southeast
Anatolia. The new comers preferred to live there
GXH WR LWV SUR[LPLW\ WR WKH FRPPHUFLDO FHQWHU
Almost all the houses were rented or purchased
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by families with rural background and bachelors looking for job
opportunities. During Istanbul’s listing to the World Heritage, the
timber houses within the district were in better condition than
WRGD\DQGUHÀHFWHGWKHVSLULWRIWKHSODFH%XWWKHODFNRISURSHU
maintenance and changes to the fabric by demolitions have caused
H[WHQVLYHORVVHVVLQFHWKH¶V7KHGHFUHDVHLQWKHQXPEHURI
historic houses poses a great risk to the integrity of the urban site.

CONSERVATION OF HISTORIC ISTANBUL
7KHWRSRJUDSK\RI+LVWRULF3HQLQVXODLVYHU\LQWHUHVWLQJZLWKLWV
sloping hills, valleys and shores. Claiming to be the New Rome,
Constantinople was organized around seven hills. Building over a
peninsula, with emphasis on its natural features was a challenge.
+DJLD 6RSKLD 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH 6OH\PDQL\H 6XOWDQ $KPHW
$TXHGXFWRI9DOHQV=H\UHN6XOWDQ6HOLP&RPSOH[DUHWKHPDMRU
focal points of this spectacular urban compound. With major
PRQXPHQWV KLJKOLJKWLQJ WKH DWWUDFWLYH ORFDOLWLHV DQ H[FHSWLRQDO
silhouette, which lends itself to interesting and impressive
panoramas has been created. In addition to the prestigious
religious buildings, profane buildings like fountains, sabils, timber
and masonry houses add to the attraction of the city and its streets.
Artists and travellers who visited Istanbul during the nineteenth
FHQWXU\ IRXQG LW H[RWLF DQG H[SUHVVHG WKHLU IHHOLQJV LQ ZULWLQJ
'DQLVKZULWHU+&$QGHUVHQZKRYLVLWHGWKHFLW\LQQRWHG
“ $VWKH0DUPDUD6HDIRDPHGZLWKLWVGDUNJUHHQZDYHVDFLW\RI
WKHLPDJLQDWLRQOLNH9HQLFHJUDQG&RQVWDQWLQRSOHWKH,VWDQEXO
of Turks appeared before us³  ,WDOLDQZULWHU('H$PLFLVZKR
YLVLWHG,VWDQEXOLQZURWHDERXWKLVFRQIURQWDWLRQZLWKWKH
7RSNDSÕ3DODFH6FXWDULDQG*DODWDDVIROORZV³We are passing by
6DUD\EXUQX7KLVLV,VWDQEXO0DJQL¿FLHQWJUDQGJUHDW,VWDQEXO
Thank God, glory to the created. I had not seen such beauty even
LQP\GUHDPV+XQGUHGVRIEXLOGLQJVDQGJDUGHQVULVHRYHUWKH
VORSHV0LQDUHWVOLNHWDOOLYRU\WRZHUVZLWKVKLQLQJFDSVULVHWR
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=DO0DKPXW3DúD0RVTXHDQG0DGUDVD(\S

WKHVN\IURPDPLGVWFRORUIXOKRXVHVPRVTXHVSDODFHVKDPDPV
and terraces´  
Melling’s early nineteenth century engravings show Istanbul as it
looked before the drastic interventions to the city. The sea walls
VXUURXQGLQJ7RSNDSÕ3DODFHZHUHLQWDFWWKHUHLVQRFRDVWDOURDG
DURXQG WKH ZDOOV 7KH WKLFNO\ ZRRGHG *OKDQH DUHD LV FOHDUO\
GHOLQHDWHG 7KH UDLOURDG KDV QRW GLVWXUEHG WKH 7RSNDSÕ 3DODFH
grounds yet. The hills of the ancient city are covered with small
houses and impressive monuments. Hagia Sophia rises over the
¿UVWKLOO7KH&RQVWDQWLQLDQFROXPQPDUNVWKHVHFRQGKLOO%D\H]ÕW
Mosque is visible at the top of the third hill. The fourth hill, over
which once the Church of Holy Apostles stood, is now occupied
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E\ )DWLK 0RVTXH$ERYH WKH ¿IWK KLOO WKHUH LV WKH &RPSOH[ RI
6XOWDQ6HOLPZLWKLWVUK\WKPLFFOXVWHURIGRPHV7KHVL[WKKLOO
LV WKH KLJKHVW SRLQW RI WKH ROG FLW\ ZLWK LWV DOWLWXGH UHDFKLQJ 
meters. Mihrimah Sultan Mosque was raised over it in the
VL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\E\$UFKLWHFW6LQDQ9LVLEOHIURPPDQ\SRLQWV
it is an important landmark, pointing to the western boundary of
WKHFLW\DQGWKHHQWUDQFHWRWKHFLW\$GULDQRSOH*DWH7KHVHYHQWK
hill is not a very conspicuous topographical element. It is on the
VRXWKVLGHRIWKHFLW\RYHUORRNLQJWKH0DUPDUD6HD&HUUDKSDúD
0RVTXHIURPWKHHQGRIWKHVL[WHHQWKFHQWXU\ULVHVDERYHWKLVKLOO
The southern silhouette of the city has several important urban
elements but is not as impressive as the northern one. On its
eastern end, there is the Hippodrome and Sultan Ahmet Mosque
ZLWKLWVVL[PLQDUHWV7KH6HUJLXVDQG%DFFKXVQHDUWKHVKRUHLVDQ
LPSRUWDQWPRQXPHQWIURPWKHVL[WKFHQWXU\%D\H]ÕW,,0RVTXHLV
only partially visible on this view of the city. New buildings curtain
some of the major monuments and the tall structures at Levent and
Maslak interfere with the monumental appearance of Old Istanbul.
During the Byzantine period, Marmara coast had several
harbours which were silted in time and lost their function.

0DUEOH7RZHU 0HUPHU.XOH WKH¿UVWWRZHURIWKH6HD:DOOV
on the Marmara coast
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5HFHQW H[FDYDWLRQV DW<HQLNDSÕ ZLWKLQ WKH7KHRGRVLDQ KDUERXU
uncovered some of their secrets. Several boats, amphorae, walls
provide an insight into this part of the city. The site is worthy of
presentation with its interesting remains.
7KHPRGHUQ<HQLNDSÕKDUERXULVYHU\DFWLYHDQGFRQQHFWVWKHFLW\
to different destinations around the Marmara Sea. To the west
RI<HQLNDSÕWKHUHLVWKH9ODQJDGLVWULFWDQG&HUUDKSDúD0RGHUQ
health facilities belonging to Istanbul University and Social
6HFXULW\RFFXS\WKHKLOOVLGHRI&HUUDKSDúDGLVWULFW$W3VDPPDWLD,
Samatya where Christian population lived, several churches are
visible with their tall bell towers. They are surrounded by timber
DQG PDVRQU\ KRXVHV RI WKH$UPHQLDQ DQG *UHHN SRSXODWLRQ RI
Istanbul. Though separated from the coast, the sea walls are
visible towards the western end of the city. The Marble tower
PDUNVWKHFRQQHFWLRQZLWKWKH/DQG:DOO:LWK<HGLNXOH&DVWOH
and the nineteenth century gas works in the background, the
southern silhouette of the old city is completed.
During the nineteenth century, historic Istanbul had many quarters
consisting of two or three storeyed timber houses. Visitors
approaching the city from the Marmara sea thought that a city
with such an impressive view would have a regular street pattern
. When they started to go around, the visitors were surprised by
the narrow and winding streets. De Amicis underlines the fact that
WKHUH LV JUHDW FRQIXVLRQ LQVLGH WKH FLW\   9LVLWRUV ZKR UHDG
DERXWDQFLHQW&RQVWDQWLQRSOHDQGH[SHFWHGWR¿QGWKH$XJXVWHLRQ
LQIURQWRI+DJLD6RSKLDWKH)RUXPRI&RQVWDQWLQHDWdHPEHUOLWDú
DQG)RUXP7DXULDW%D\H]ÕWKDGGLI¿FXOW\LQRULHQWLQJWKHPVHOYHV
They kept searching for the remnants of ancient city. The urban
form of the Byzantine city was not preserved during the Ottoman
period. Several of the open spaces which surrounded major
monuments were occupied by houses and other buildings. In the
)RVVDWL GUDZLQJ VKRZLQJ WKH H[WHULRU RI +DJLD 6RSKLD SULRU WR
WKHUHVWRUDWLRQLQWKH¿UVWKDOIRIWKHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\WLPEHU
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+D\GDUSDúD5DLOZD\6WDWLRQWKHVWDUWLQJSRLQWRI,VWDQEXO%DJGDGOLQH

houses are clustered in the area between Hagia Sophia and the
Blue Mosque. Several open spaces, squares were created during
the twentieth century as part of the new planning of the city. The
RSHQVSDFHQHDUWKHFRDVWRI(PLQ|QZDVFOHDQHGXSLQ¶V
removing the nineteenth century commercial buildings over
WKHRXWHUFRXUW\DUGRI<HQL&DPL7KHODUJHRSHQDUHDEHWZHHQ
ùHK]DGH 0RVTXH DQG WKH 9DOHQV $TXHGXFW ZDV FUHDWHG LQ
¶VGXULQJWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH0HWURSROLWDQ0XQLFLSDOLW\
headquarters building by clearing the site.
7KHHDUWKTXDNHRIVHYHUDO¿UHVLQHDUO\WZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\
caused great damage to the timber architecture of the city. After
WKH ¿UHV QHZ XUEDQ SODQV ZHUH VHW XS ZLWK JULG LURQ VWUHHW
patterns. The new street pattern tried to preserve and present the
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old monuments as part of the new scheme, but with the loss of
the surrounding fabric, the meaning and impact of the historic
ensembles was changed dramatically.
Until the beginning of the twentieth century, most of the
inhabitants of Istanbul lived within the Theodosian Walls, with
(\SWRWKHZHVWRIWKHFLW\DQG*DODWDWRWKHQRUWKRIWKH+LVWRULF
3HQLQVXOD *DODWD GHYHORSHG RXWVLGH RI LWV ZDOOV GXULQJ WKH ODVW
quarter of the nineteenth century with new housing projects. On
WKH$VLDQVLGHRIWKHFLW\hVNGDUJUHZPRUHRQWKHKLOOVLGHZLWK
new living quarters and schools. Several small suburban villages
GHYHORSHGWRWKHHDVWRI.DGÕN|\7KH%RVSKRUXVYLOODJHVZHUH
YHU\ PXFK LQ IDYRU DV VXPPHU UHVLGHQFHV7KH 3ULQFH¶V LVODQGV
in the Marmara Sea was another focal point for the summers.
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ùHK]DGH0RVTXH

The timber houses, kiosks and the natural beauty of the islands
is noteworthy. Many historic neighborhoods and buildings from
the turn of the century have good quality design and artistic value
and are worthy of preservation. Due to the crisis caused by lack
of funds, neglect and lack of legal apparatus to designate urban
areas, this valuable heritage is only partially protected.
Several wide roads were opened in the Historic city as part of the
WZHQWLHWKFHQWXU\SODQQLQJ%RXOHYDUGRI$WDWUNZKLFKFRQQHFWV
<HQLNDSÕ WR 8QNDSDQÕ LQWURGXFHG D QHZ RUGHU DQG FKDQJHG WKH
VFDOHRIWKHXUEDQIDEULFDURXQGLW5DJÕS*PúSDOD$YHQXHFXW
through the commercial part of the city. These were part of H.
3URVW¶VUHJXODWLRQSODQZKLFKZDVDFFHSWHGLQ
156

ISTANBUL

The historic city was subjected to great changes due to new
trends in architecture and also pressures from immigration and
WUDI¿F 7KH 7XUNLVK ODZ IRU SURWHFWLRQ RI &XOWXUDO +HULWDJH GLG
not enable the Ministry of Culture to designate urban or rural
DUHDV IRU SURWHFWLRQ XQWLO  $IWHU WKLV GDWH LW ZDV SRVVLEOH
to identify and list the better preserved areas of the city, like
6OH\PDQL\HDQG=H\UHNZKLFKODWHUEHFDPHSDUWRIWKH:RUOG
Heritage sites of Historic Istanbul. The inscription of the Historic
$UHDV RI ,VWDQEXO LQWR WKH:RUOG +HULWDJH /LVW LQ  EURXJKW
more emphasis on the protection of the Land Walls, but it was not
SRVVLEOHWRSURYLGHWHFKQLFDODQG¿QDQFLDOVXSSRUWWRWKHSULYDWHO\
owned houses until very recently. With a new amendment to
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the legal apparatus, the protection
of the urban fabric is easier to
handle. The ten percent of property
WD[HV FROOHFWHG IURP FLWL]HQV LV
allocated to the protection of the
cultural heritage. This fund is a
grant and is used through the local
governments for the protection of
cultural heritage.
7KH0DQDJHPHQW3ODQIRU+LVWRULF
Istanbul

was

developed

very

recently. There are several risks
emanating from new projects for
WUDI¿F SUREOHPV $ QHZ EULGJH
LV SURSRVHG IURP *DODWD WR
6OH\PDQL\H FRQQHFWLQJ ùLúKDQH
ZLWK <HQLNDSÕ ([FDYDWLRQV KDYH
been carried out for other subway
SURMHFWV FRQQHFWLQJ <HQLNDSÕ WR
Scutari. All these new interventions
ZHUH DLPHG WR HDVH WKH WUDI¿F
between the two sides of the city.
<HWWKHGHPDQGIRUPRUHFRQWLQXHV
construction of a tunnel for vehicles
to pass under the Bosphorus is
considered.
Ministry of Culture and Tourism
is working on a risk preparedness
project to protect the museums and
other important cultural heritage
under its protection against the
future shocks which might endanger
the structures and the collections
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in them. Detailed studies have been carried out for monuments
DQGFRPSOH[HVOLNHWKH7RSNDSÕ3DODFH$UFKDHRORJLFDO0XVHXP
Hagia Eirene and the Monastery of Chora.
During Istanbul’s inscription to World Heritage List, the
FRPPHUFLDO SDUW RI WRZQ (\S *DODWD %RVSKRUXV YLOODJHV
6FXWDULDQGWKH3ULQFH¶VLVODQGZHUHQRWLQFOXGHGLQWKH¿OH7KH
historic center of the city includes the bazaar area surrounded by
PDQ\FDUDYDQVDUD\VEXLOWEHWZHHQWKH¿IWHHQWKDQGWKHWZHQWLHWK
century. This area constitutes an important part of the historic
city, but was designated at a later date. Earthquakes and lack of
maintenance has caused damages to the caravansarays but the
historical and architectural importance of the commercial center
RI WRZQ GHVHUYHV WR EH DQQH[HG WR WKH :RUOG +HULWDJH VLWHV RI
Istanbul.
There is common concern among the citizens of Istanbul and
Turkey about the future of the city. The protection of the natural
assets and cultural properties demands a lot of work and care.
To construct new skyscrapers, bridges, roads, underwater tunnels
without taking care of their impact on the historic city presents
great risks. Istanbul has to be protected from pressures and
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vandalism by the efforts of people who know and appreciate
its values. Teams of professionals and volunteers have to keep
vigilance towards this goal.
We hope that Istanbul will continue to preserve its universal value
ZLWKWKHVXSSRUWRILWVFLWL]HQVDQGH[SHUWVZKRWU\WRVHDUFKIRU
better means of presenting its cultural layers, enabling all citizens
of the world to appreciate it and learn from it. The last words
DUHIURP<DK\D.HPDO%H\DWOÕWKHSRHWZKRZURWHSDVVLRQDWHO\
DERXW,VWDQEXO

Dear Istanbul,
,ORRNHGDW\RXIURPDGLIIHUHQWKLOOWRS\HVWHUGD\
,GLGQRWVHHDQ\SODFHZKLFK,GLGQRWYLVLWRUORYH
<RXZLOOVLWRQWKHWKURQHRIP\KHDUWVRORQJDV,OLYH
(YHQWRORYHDGLVWULFWRI\RXUVLVZRUWKDOLIH
7KHUHDUHPDQ\EULOOLDQWFLWLHVLQWKHZRUOG
<HW\RXDUHWKHRQHZLWKFKDUPLQJEHDXWLHV
,VD\WKDWZKRHYHUKDVOLYHGDORQJOLIHLQ\RXDQGGLHG
+DVEHHQWKURXJKDORQJDQGWKHPRVWEHDXWLIXOGUHDP
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NOTES
I.

UNESCO, Basic Texts of the 1972 World Heritage Convention,
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